Risk Education: Module 2 – Risk Perception
Objectives
· Explain the importance of understanding risk perception
· Provide explanations and examples of the most important factors of risk perception
· Emphasize the role of risk perception in risk management and mitigation

Resources
· PowerPoint Lecture Presentation: “Risk Perception”
· Speaker notes contain descriptions of concepts, graphics, and/or examples that are presented on the slides
· SRA’s Let’s Talk Risk Podcast – Episode 8: Emotions Control Your Appetite for Risk
· Discusses the psychological influences of emotions on an individual’s perception of overall risk. 
· SRA’s Let’s Talk Risk Podcast – Episode 13: Facing Extreme Weather: How Do YOU Prepare?
· Discusses how individual experiences with specific extreme weather events in the past affect preparation for future events.  

Discussion Topics and Activities
· Ask someone in the class to describe a risky scenario, and why they believe it to be risk
· Others in the class can raise their hands if they also believe that the scenario is risky
· Try to find one scenario in which the class agrees and one in which the class disagrees
· Ask students who don’t raise their hands why they don’t find the situation to be risky
· This discussion can be brought up again during the lecture presentation, on the slide regarding the importance of risk perception. This activity reveals how some people perceive the same situation with different levels of risk.
· Discuss with the class what risks (if any) are being faced by everybody in that classroom at that particular time
· This discussion can be brought up again during the lecture presentation, on the slide regarding the Levee Effect, as the Levee Effect shows that perceived risk may be low, but the actual risk may be higher and can also never be completely eliminated
· Using this list of scenarios as an example, the class (either individually or as groups) can rank what they believe to be the riskiest and then discuss their rankings. The class could also chart the rankings for comparison.
· Traveling by plane, traveling by car, hiking through the woods, crossing the street, playing football, watching a movie in theaters, swimming in the river, riding a bicycle, riding a skateboard
· Slides 3-4 of the presentation include a demonstration of perceiving vs. perception

Potential Courses Where This Module Could be Utilized
· Principles of Public Service
· Public Management and Administration
· Introduction to Human Studies
· Business Management
· Business Communication

Applicable Tennessee Education Standards Addressed
· Math
· Reason abstractly and quantitatively
· Attend to precision
· Science 
· Asking questions and defining problems
· Constructing explanations and designing solutions
· Engaging in argument from evidence
· Pattern observation + cause and effect (combining two)
· Social Studies 
· Construct and communicate arguments citing supporting evidence
· Develop historical awareness of risks and events that may have informed risk perceptions
