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BUT HOW DID THE WAR 
AFFECT TENNESSEE?
What was Tennessee like before the war?  During the war?  After the war? 



JIM NANCE MCCORD, 1945-1949



WHAT WILL BE THE FIRST MAJOR 
POLITICAL ISSUE AFTER THE WAR? 

• How will be pay for all the services that the people of Tennessee expect the 
state government to provide?

• Governor McCord’s answer?  

• A  state sales tax - 1947



GORDON BROWNING
RETURNS



BOSS CRUMP WITH MEMPHIS MAYOR 
WAT OVERTON

(THE PICTURES  TELL THE STORY.)

Sources: https://knoxfocus.com/columnist/watkins-overton-mr-crumps-mayor/

And  http://www.applet-magic.com/crump.htm

https://knoxfocus.com/columnist/watkins-overton-mr-crumps-mayor/
http://www.applet-magic.com/crump.htm


ESTES KEFAUVER



THE GREATEST GENERATION” 
RETURNS TO TENNESSEE:
CIVIL RIGHTS FOR ALL 

TENNESSEANS



POLITICAL STATUS QUO IS 
NO LONGER 
ACCEPTABLE

Source:  Tennessee State Library and Archives Photograph Collection
Accessed at:  https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/disasters/riots.htm

Vets Firing on McMinn Co. Jail

https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/disasters/riots.htm


KNOX HENRY 

NEW 
MCMINN 
COUNTY 
SHERIFF





EDWARD CRUMP WITH MEMPHIS 
MAYOR  WATSON  OVERTON

Source:

http://www.mallofmemphis.org

/Main/EHCrumpStadium

http://www.mallofmemphis.org/Main/EHCrumpStadium


SILLIMAN EVANS WITH “THE GREATESTE
CAMPAIGNER OF THEM ALL”

Source: 

https://knoxfocus.com/archives/the-

greatest-campaigner-of-them-all-senator-

estes-kefauver-part-six/

https://knoxfocus.com/archives/the-greatest-campaigner-of-them-all-senator-estes-kefauver-part-six/


ESTES KEFAUVER



GORDON 
BROWNING 
CHALLENGES 
GOVERNOR JIM 
NANCE MCCORD



1952 
ELECTION



U.S. SENATOR 
KENNETH 

MCKELLAR
(HAD DEFEATED 
LUKE LEA IN 1916



ALBERT GORE, SR.  



http://www.wikipedia.org/upload/f/fc/Elec52.jpg


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

• April, 1953  (First since 1870)

• Prentice Cooper – chair;  Ben W. Hooper - vice chair

• Increased governor’s term from 2 to 4 years without the right of immediate 
succession

• Gave the governor the right to veto certain items in a bill without nullifying the 
entire bill

• Abolished the poll tax

• Increased the pay of legislators

• Provided optional home rule for cities



“TOO MUCH TALENT IN TENNESSEE” 
BY WILMA DYKEMAN 

The Astute Politician, The Man in the Coonskin Cap, and the Electrifer





TENNESSEE IN THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT



COLUMBIA, 
TENNESSEE 

1946



COLUMBIA, 
TENNESSEE, 

1946
MORE THAN 
100 AFRICAN 
AMERICANS 

WERE ARRESTED

Source: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2021/02/25/columbi

a-race-riot-wwii-thurgood-marshall/ 



NAACP LAWYER THURGOOD MARSHALL
- 1954 – BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION



CLINTON, 
TENNESSE

1956



JOHN  KASPER 
ARRIVES IN 
CLINTON



REV. PAUL 
DAVIS, 

FIRST 
BAPTIST 

CHURCH, 
CLINTON







Source: 
http://usslave.blogspot.com/2011/10/desegregati
on-of-clinton-tennessee.html

http://usslave.blogspot.com/2011/10/desegregation-of-clinton-tennessee.html


CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL 
A YEAR LATER



NASHVILLE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION’S STAIR-STEP 

PLAN













NASHVILLE SIT-INS















HAYWOOD COUNTY
17,000 registered voters

17 of them were African Americans



VIOLA AND JOHN MCFERREN
HWY 76, SOUTH OF SOMERVILLE











Taylor, Alfred A. January 15, 1921 Republican

Peay, Austin January 16, 1923 Democrat

Horton, Henry H. October 3, 1927 Democrat

McAlister, Hill January 17, 1933 Democrat

Browning, Gordon January 15, 1937 Democrat

Cooper, Prentice January 16, 1939 Democrat

McCord, Jim January 16, 1945 Democrat

Browning, Gordon January 16, 1949 Democrat

Clement, Frank G. January 15, 1953 Democrat

Ellington, Buford January 19, 1959 Democrat

Clement, Frank G. January 15, 1963 Democrat

Ellington, Buford January 16, 1967 Democrat

Dunn, Winfield January 16, 1971 Republican

Blanton, Ray January 18,1975 Democrat

Alexander, Lamar January 17, 1979 Republican

McWherter, Ned Ray January 17, 1987 Democrat

Sundquist, Don January 21, 1995 Republican

Bredesen, Phil January 18, 2003 Democrat

Haslam, Bill January 15, 2011 Republican

Lee, Bill January 19, 2019 Republican



NASHVILLE MAYOR BEN WEST



ASSOCIATED PRESS 

TENNESSEE’S 
REAPPORTIONMENT 

FROM 1910-1960



CHARLES BAKER, MEMPHIS, ONE OF 11 
PLAINTIFFS TO BRING A LAWSUIT



TENNESSEE SECRETARY OF STATE 
JOE CARR, ON LEFT



BAKER V. CARR

LAWYERS:  
HOBART ATKINS, 

KNOXVILLE, 
HARRIS GILBERT & 
Z. T. OSBORN, JR. 

NASHVILLE
WALTER 

CHANDLER, 
MEMPHIS



TENNESSEE AND THE EQUAL 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT

1972-1974
Another Story for Another Time.  Carole Bucy



Please note that most  of the photographs in the PowerPoint came from   The Knox 
News, online edition; The Nashville Tennessean, online edition, the Special Collections of 
the Nashville Public Library 

"Everyone who makes any pretensions to being versed in 

the history of his own country will read it with relish; and 

those who wish to study history would do well to begin at 

home."
----Dr. John W. Bowen Smith County (Tennessee) Record November 8, 1883



It has been a pleasure to have you in my class this Spring. Please contact me if 
you have any questions or new pieces of history to share.

Thank you. I hope to meet you in person one day.  

Carole Bucy

carole.bucy@nashville.gov


