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Why did Tennessee go from a state 
that regulated the manufacture 

and sale of alcohol to a state that 
prohibited the manufacture and 

sale of alcohol?



Taylor, Robert 
Love 1850-1912 Carter  Lawyer Democrat

Buchanan, John 
P. 1847-1930

Williamson, 
Rutherford Farmer Farm-Labor

Turney, Peter 1827-1903
Marion, 
Franklin Lawyer, judge Democrat

Taylor, Robert 
Love 1850-1912 Carter Lawyer Democrat

McMillin, Benton 1845-1944 Smith    Lawyer Democrat

Frazier, James B. 1856-1937

Bledsoe 
(Pikeville), 
Hamilton Lawyer Democrat

Cox, John I. 1857-1946 Pickett Lawyer Democrat

Patterson, 
Malcolm R. 1861-1935 Shelby Lawyer, judge Democrat

Hooper, Ben. W. 1870-1957
Cocke 
(Newport) Lawyer Republican

Rye, Tom C. 1863-1953 Benton, Henry Lawyer, judge Democrat

Roberts, Albert 
H. 1868-1946

Overton, 
Davidson Lawyer, judge Democrat

Taylor, Alfred A. 1848-1931 Carter Lawyer Republican



PROHIBITION BECAME A 
NATIONAL ISSUE AROUND THE 
TURN OF  THE CENTURY?  WHY? 

IMMIGRATION



BUT FOR THE WOMEN – PROHIBITION 
WAS A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

PROGRAM

“The Drunkard’s Home” 
Source, S. F. Cary, 1850, Library of Congress

“The Temperance Home”
Source:  S.F. Cary, 1850,

Library of Congress



SILENA MOORE 
HOLMAN & 

HER FAMILY AT 
HOME IN 

FAYETTEVILLE, 
TENNESSEE 



If you think that  the 
“temperance home” is 
better for not only the 

Family, but for all of society, 
what can you do about it?  



1874 Sheet Music (Source:  TSLA)



WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION, 
NATIONAL WCTU – FOUNDED IN 1874, 

TENNESSEE WCTU FOUNDED IN 1875

Tennessee President of 
the WCTU, 
1899-1915:  

Silena Holman

(1850-1915)



IN TENNESSEE, 
THE DEMOCRATS 

SEEMED TO BE 
FIRMLY IN 
CONTROL.



THE DEMOCRATS ARE DIVIDED.

The “Wets”
And

The “Drys”



WHEN IN DOUBT, ASK THE VOTERS.

Referendum – 1889 – Voters reject Local Option

The vote:

135,197 – against

117,504 – for

West Tennessee

43,000 to 35,000

Middle Tennessee

71,000 to 41,000

East Tennessee

42,000 to 31,000



HARRIMAN, TENNESSEE
FOUNDED IN 1891

American Temperance University



THE TWENTIETH CENTURY ARRIVES

Women’s Christian Temperance Union





MARTIN COLLEGE, PULASKI CO-EDS



THE PEELER BILL - 1901

• Extend Four Mile Law to all Towns of 5,000 or less (the Peeler Bill) – Say this in a 
different way.

• Supporters of Prohibition versus the Liquor Interests

• The Peeler Bill failed 
passed in the Tennessee House but failed in the Tennessee Senate.)

• How did the liquor interests kill the bill?

• They amended it to expand its coverage to every town in Tennessee with a 
population under 104,000.  This was EVERY TOWN & CITY in Tennessee.

• 1905 – Attempt to Extend the Four Mile Law to towns larger than 5,000 Fails



THE 2 MAJOR PARTIES TRIED TO IGNORE 
THE ISSUE, BUT THE PRESSURE WAS 

INTENSE IN BOTH PARTIES TO DO 
SOMETHING

• 1904 Democrats Add a Plank to Party Platform for Prohibition – What does 
this mean? 

• Republicans Favor Local Option – What does this mean?  

• 1905 – The Adams Law – Extended Provisions of the Four Mile Law to Towns 
5,000 or less

• Referendum for Towns 2,000 to 5,0000 if they want to Re-charter



W.C.T.U. NATIONAL CONVENTION,
NASHVILLE, NOVEMBER 9-15, 1907

THE NASHVILLE TENNSSEAN, NOVEMBER 9, 2017, PAGE 1



During the Meeting of the 
National WCTU, in 

Nashville,
November, 1907

The Nashville Tennessean, November 13, 1907, 
page 1



CARRIE A. NATION – SPOKE AT THE 
NATIONAL WCTU CONVENTION IN 

NASHVILLE





CARMACK'S PLEDGE TO THE SOUTH
MADE ON THE FLOOR OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES

“The South is a land that has known sorrows; it is a land that has broken the 
ashen crust and moistened it with tears; a land scarred and riven by the 
plowshare of war and billowed with the graves of her dead; but a land of 
legend, a land of song, a land of hallowed and heroic memories.

To that land every drop of my blood, every fiber of my being, every pulsation 
of my heart, is consecrated forever. I was born of her womb; I was nurtured 
at her breast; and when my last hour shall come, I pray GOD that I may be 
pillowed upon her bosom and rocked to sleep within her tender and 
encircling arms.”

Edward Ward Carmack



EDWARD WARD CARMACK
1858 - 1908

• 1896 – Presidential Election – Accompanied William Jennings Bryan on 
Speaking Tour

• Carmack Runs for Congress – Memphis
• Defeats Josiah Patterson ( Democrat)
• 1900 – Carmack is Elected to the United States Senate
• 1906 – Carmack is Defeated in Re-election
• 1908 – Ran against incumbent Governor Malcolm Patterson  in Democratic 

Primary and Lost

What next? 





NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN,
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1908, PAGE 4

“Zweibund” was a name given to an 1879 alliance between Germany and Austria-Hungary.



Nashville Streetcar, 1907 (TSLA collection)







Nashville 
Tennessean, 
27 June 1908, pp. 1, 

5





ROSE HILL CEMETERY
COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE



CARTOON IN 
THE NEW YORK 

WORLD ON 
NOVEMBER 11,  

THE DAY AFTER THE 
SHOOTING

SOURCE:  NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN, NOVEMBER 14, 

1909



THE NASHVILLE 
TENNESSEAN, 

JANUARY 15, 1909 

BEFORE THE TRIAL OF 
THE COOPERS BEGAN





THE VERDICT 
OF THE JURY



Nashville Tennessean,
April 14, 1910, page 1





THE FINAL RESULT:
Patterson, 
Malcolm R. 1861-1935 Shelby AL

January 17, 
1907

Lawyer, 
judge Democrat

Hooper, Ben. 
W. 1870-1957

Cocke
(Newport) TN

January 26, 
1911 Lawyer Republican

Rye, Tom C. 1863-1953
Benton, 
Henry TN

January 17, 
1915

Lawyer, 
judge Democrat

Roberts, 
Albert H. 1868-1946

Overton, 
Davidson TN

January 15, 
1919

Lawyer, 
judge Democrat

Taylor, Alfred 
A. 1848-1931 Carter TN

January 15, 
1921 Lawyer Republican

Peay, Austin 1876-1927 Montgomery KY
January 16, 

1923 Lawyer Democrat



GUBERNATORIAL ELECTGION: 
INCUMBENT GOVERNOR, BEN HOOPER, 
REPUBLICAN V. TOM RYE, DECMOCRAT



TENNESSEE OUSTER LAW,
PASSED & SIGNED JANUARY 1915

Mayor Hilary Howse


