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LAST WEEK 

• Ex-Confederates returned to political power after 1869 and re-wrote the 
Constitution – Were they trying to restore the old order of Antebellum 
Tennessee? 

• Democrats dominated politics but they often disagreed which allowed a 
Republican or third-party candidate to get elected Governor.

• Split over how to pay off the state debt

TODAY
• The Democrats will divide again

• Over-crowding in prisons

• Alcohol



WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
FORMER ENSLAVED PEOPLE 

AFTER THE CIVIL WAR? 



A CONTRABAND CAMP



WILSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATE

Source: http://www.archives.gov



CERTIFICATE 
OF 

MATRIMONY 
FOR JOSEPH 

& MARY 
PROVINCE OF 

NASHVILLE, 
TENNESSEE

Source:  http://www.archives.gov



AFTER THE WAR, VIOLENCE 
BY WHITES TO BLACKS 
INCREASED.



Source:  Harper’s 
Weekly, 25 July 
1868, p. 473



BLACK CODES

Existing Vagrancy &  Apprenticeship laws strengthened 

“Punish All Armed Prowlers, Guerilla, Brigands, & Highway 
Robbers”

Capital punishment for  thefts, burglary, and arson

Local officials given “enforcement discretion”

1865-1866 Tennessee Prison Population:  Percentage of 
African-Americans rose from 
2% to  33%. 



SHARECROPPERS  REPLACE 
ENSLAVED WORKERS



THE PLIGHT OF 
THE FARMERS &

COUNTRY 
FOLKS 



THE PLIGHT OF TENNESSEE 
FARMERS



EARLY STEAM TRACTOR, 
MURFREESBORO

Source of image of boy with mules:  Tennessee State Library & Archives, https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/nineteenth-century-agricultural-resources

Source of image of steam tractor: https://captainkimo.com/steam-tractor-from-murfreesboro-tennessee/



GOODLETTSVILLE LAMB & WOOL CLUB, 
1877

Source: https://www.tnhomeandfarm.com/agriculture/tennessee-sheep-flock-stars/ 



Farmers Political Rally, Chapel Hill, Tennessee, 1892
Source:  Tennessee State Library & Archives

Marshall County Farmer – Wife Worked Along 
Side Husband as Equals
Source:  Tennessee State Library & Archives



A   SOLUTION?  

John Price  
Buchanan, Tennessee 
President of the Farmers Alliance  -
Elected Governor,  1890

Source:  http://www.tnportraits.org/



WHY DID THE PRISON POPULATION IN TN 
DRAMATICALLY RISE AFTER THE EX-

CONFEDERATES RETURNED TO POWER?



ARTHUR S. COLYAR, PRESIDENT OF THE TENNESSEE 
COAL, IRON &  RAILROAD COMPANY

Source:  www.tnportraits.org

Source:  www.oldwesthistorystore.com



Source:  Coal Creek Watershed Foundation website:
http://www.coalcreekaml.com/TNStandards2017.htm



COAL CREEK, TENNESSEE 

Source:  Tennessee Blue Book



Source:  Coal Creek Watershed Foundation website:
http://www.coalcreekaml.com/TNStandards2017.htm



GOVERNOR 
JOHN PRICE 
BUCHANAN 
CALLED OUT 
THE STATE 
MILITIA.



MILITIA HILL OVERLOOKING THE 
TOWN OF COAL CREEK  

Source: http://www.coalcreekaml.com



Source:  Coal Creek Watershed Foundation website:
http://www.coalcreekaml.com/TNStandards2017.htm



THE BRUSHY MOUNTAIN PRISON & 
TENNESSEE STATE PRISON IN NASHVILLE

Cost of New Prisons?

$800,000



CONVICTS ON TRAINS LEAVING 
COAL CREEK VALLEY

Source of  Photo:  “Tennessee Mining Troubles, Illustrated American, vol. 10, 
#105 (20 February 1892), p. 9



TENNESSEE DEMOCRATS DIVIDE, 1892
Incumbent Governor 

John Buchanan
Now  running as an Independent 

Tennessee Supreme Court Justice 
Peter Turney

“Put None but the Democrats on Guard”

https://tnportraits.org/



CANDIDATES FOR TENNESSEE 
GOVERNOR, 1894

Peter Turney, Democrat Henry Clay Evans, Republican Professor A. L. Mims



THE OUTCOME?

•Turney, Democrat:  104, 356
•Evans:, Republican:   105,104
•A. L. Mims, Populist:  23,088



Turney returns to 
Governor’s  Office

Democrats Controlled the 
General Assembly in 1894

The Outcome:  
23,000 votes 

primarily from 
East Tennessee -

are declared illegal 
(voter fraud)





ROBERT 
LOVE 
TAYLOR, 
AGAIN



JIM CROW 
SEGREGATION COMES 
TO TENNESSEE 



BENJAMIN “PAP” SINGLETON



IDA BELL WELLS





“Driven from Home.”
The Washington Bee (Washington, DC), June 11, 1892

A Red Record. Ida B. Wells (Chicago, 1895).

Source – Library of Congress:  Accessed at:    
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/2020/02/ida-b-wells-and-the-
activism-of-investigative-journalism/?loclr=twloc



FRONT-PAGE NEWS
LYNCHINGS

Nashville American,
28 June 1908, page 1



REVEREND SAM JONES COMES TO 
NASHVLLE, 1885



CAPTAIN TOM RYMAN



The Union Gospel Tabernacle  
Completed in 1892.  



WHY DID TENNESSEE WANT TO 
HAVE A WORLD’S FAIR? 



CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION



CONFEDERATE 
VETERANS 
REUNION, 
TENNESSEE 

CENTENNIAL 
EXPOSITION, 

JUNE 22-24, 1897









“I DOUBT IF THE WORLD WILL EVER SEE 
ANOTHER CIVILIZATION AS BRILLIANT AS THAT 
WHICH PERISHED IN THE SOUTH A THIRD OF A 
CENTURY AGO.  ITS WHITE-COLUMNED 
MANSIONS UNDER COOL SPREADING 
GROVES… AND ITS COTTON FIELDS 
STRETCHING AWAY TO THE HORIZON, ALIVE 
WITH TOILING SLAVES…;  ITS POMP AND PRIDE 
AND REVELRY;  ITS SPLENDID MANHOOD AND 
THE DAZZLING BEAUTY OF ITS WOMEN, PLACED 
IT AS THE HIGH TIDE OF EARTHLY GLORY.”  

GOVERNOR ROBERT LOVE TAYLOR



THE BLACK 
PATCH WAR, 
1904



Price Per Pound

Crop 1870 1872 1874 1876 1878 1880 1882 1884 1886 1888 1890 1892 1894 1896 1898 1900

Cotton 12.10 16.50 13.00 9.71 8.16 8.10 8.50 8.10 7.20 7.90 8.00 8.90 6.60 5.50 6.10 6.70

Tobacco 9.70 10.70 13.70 7.30 5.80 9.83 9.12 9.19 8.06 8.50 8.59 8.39 4.59 6.66 5.73 9.15

Dollars Per Bushel

Corn .521 .383 .641 .361 .313 .340 .481 .349 .357 .331 .496 .393 .451 .214 .285 .350

Wheat 1.042 1.239 .948 .1036 .772 .952 .888 .645 .687 .927 .837 .624 .489 .721 .579 .621

Oats .426 .322 .520 .349 .240 .349 .371 .272 .289 .270 .417 .315 .320 .183 .251 .253

Market Prices of Major Crops Grown in Tennessee 
1870-1900

Source:  United States Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States, 
Colonial Times to 1957:  A Statistical Abstract (Washington:  Government Printing Office, 1960), 
297., 298, 302.  
As found in Corlew’s Tennessee:  A Short History.



JAMES ALBERT 
BONSACK’S
CIGARETTE-

ROLLING 
MACHINE



JAMES BUCHANAN DUKE



BLACK 
PATCH WAR 

•Planter’s Protective 
Association (PPA) - 1904

•Their Goal?
•Raise prices of tobacco
•Robertson County –
Possum Hunters - 1905











REELFOOT LAKE, 1908 



NIGHT RIDER POSSE, 
LAKE COUNTY, TENNESSEE



REELFOOT LAKE NIGHT RIDERS







TENNESSEE MILITIA MOVING THREE OF THE PRISONERS TO 
UNION CITY



DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING 
EXTRA TO ADD FROM YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY ABOUT 
THESE STORIES?

Do you have any questions?  

If so, please let us hear from  you.  



PROHIBITION BECAME A NATIONAL 
ISSUE AROUND THE TURN OF  THE 

CENTURY?  WHY? 

IMMIGRATION, 
Yes. BUT….



QUESTIONS?  
COMMENTS?
If you have questions or comments, let me hear from 
you.

carole.bucy@nashville.gov


