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Balancing the Books. Russian Autocracy in 1913

Optimists vs Pessimists:

s

Having survived the 1905
Revolution, tsarist Russia in 1913
celebrated 300 years of Romanov
rule and marked the ninth
anniversary of the October
Manifesto. A question hangs over
this last decade of peace. Was
tsarist Russia evolving toward more
stable forms of political, socio-
economic, and cultural life that

.
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made a repetition of 1905 ever less s oo aoma
likely or was it becoming an ey ROMAHOBLIXT,

increasingly unstable polity which e
had not repaired and perhaps even G ' g
had exacerbated the multiple R 6P 3
political, social, and cultural fissures Gallery of Portraits of the Reigning House of

that 1905 had revealed? Romanov, 1613-1913 (tercentennial publication)
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The War To End All Wars, The Great War, World War |

[ Weather Forecast ]
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Assassination of Arch-Duke Franz
Ferdinand and Wife, 28 June 1914
[Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina]

1 August 1914 | German declaration of war against Russia | World War One

PRIOE ONE OENT.

GERMANY DECLARES WAR:
ALL EUROPE IS IN ARMS

ST. PETERSBURG, Aug. 1—The Clerman Ambassador, in the name of his Government, sent to the Rul-
sian Minister of Foreign Affairs at 7.30 o’clock a declaration of war.

The announcement is made by the St Petersburg telegraph agency, which is considered the official
news agency of Russla
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July 28 1914-Novmbe 1918

'FRENCH TROOPS READY TO AID CZAR-

(Resity forConi With Germany | FORMAL DECLARATION
 BY KAISER INFLAMES -

| Armies of Six Nations Stand Prepared to Rush
Into Fiéld for Titanic Struggle to Settle Mastery
of Continent—Wild Scenes in Streets of Berlin,
Paris, St: Petersburg and London—France and
Great Britain Already Have Prepared for Con-
flict—AustriaIs in Arms, but Italy Intends to
Remain Neutral Unless Foreed Into Fighting.
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WORD SPREADS QUICKLY.

5| Quick communication between St. Potersburg, Paris
and London informed the allies of Russia of the situation.
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Causes of General European War in 1914

Late 19"-Century Context of Nationalism and Imperialism

Increased State Spending on Armaments and Preparedness

European System of Alliances: Triple Alliance (Germany, Austro-Hungary, Italy) and
Triple Entente (France, Russia, and England)

Points of Conflict: Balkans, Austro-Hungary, and Russia; Germany, France, and
Russia; Germany and Britain
Myopia of Political Elites

OThe Triple Entente
O The Triple Alliance

O The Balkans

OAid
@ Treaty
OAlliance




August 1914: The Guns of August and Patriotism
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The Experience of War

US Civil War, 1861-1865 625,000 deaths
Franco-Prussian War, 1870 282,000 deaths
Russo-Japanese War, 1904-1905 130,000 deaths

The Great War, 1914-1918

9.7 million military deaths

6.8 million civilians

«16.5 million total deaths (1.75% global population)
«21.2 million military wounded

World War Il
62-78 million total deaths (3-4% global population)



EASTERN BATTLE FRONT
1915

Eastern Front at Beginning
of German Drive
NLastern Front at close of 1915 e
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Militarization

e

* 15 million men mobilized into armed
forces 1914-17

» civilian population and “the rear”

« military rule preempts civilian rule in

western European Russia | Naseal
ssian Women'’s Hospital Organizatic
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TABLE 2.1

(153K territoy) INdustrial Employment, 1914-18 (000s)
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TABLE 3.2 Real wages in Russian industry, 1913-1917 (1913 = 100)
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Wartime Mobilization
of Economy and
Society

*new industrial sectors:
petrochemicals, electricity, steel

*militarization of heavy industry and
consumer goods shortages

*Expansion of female industrial
labor

*manpower shortages in agriculture
and declining grain harvest

eInflation, 1914-17 (gold standard
ends and paper currency
expanded)



Storehouse of the Committee for Army Aid of
Grand Duchess Elizaveta Fyodorovna
(AllRussian Zemstvo Union)

"On the Night of Holy Sunday"

(Nurse Congratulates a

Empress Alexandra and Grand  \wounded Soldier) Post-Card
Duchesses Tatiana and Olga

Peasant women railway workers, 1915

Female Textile Workers, Moscow region—->
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From Moscow to R#SS

Prisoners of War, Oct 1915 =

A Global Fire
The Second
War for the
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The Great Retreat, spring 1915
Imperial Russian infantry and civilians
evacuating Przemysl (western Ukraine)

;,-::,; 7 - S : . = _. : _ i Help The Refugees
S e e 18-19 Aug. 1915

~6 million refugees 1915-
17
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All Russian Zemstvo Union (1914)
Union of Towns (1914)
Military-Industrial Committees (1915)
Special Council for State Defense
(1915: Defense Production, Food
Supply, Fuel Supply, Transport,
Artillery)
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Mikhail Rodzianko,
Octobrist,

Chairman of State
Duma

Pavel Miliukov
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Alexander
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Labor Group [SR]
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Tsar Nicholas Il blessing soldiers

with icon, 1904 Alexandra and Tsarevich Alexei,

1913

Autocratic satirical nﬁagé’é‘i'h‘e M‘A‘bril 1917
IIIegltlmacy “The Ru53|an Imperial House’

» ".' \ -~ “'
Ty

Alexandra and Nicholas, c. 1917

Portrayals of Protopopov, Rasputln old Regime, April 1917
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Soldiers’ Demonstration,
Nevsky Prospect
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Putilov Factory women workers’ demonstration

Znamensky Square, statue of Alexander Il 24 Feb
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The February (March) Revolution: The Collapse of the Romanov Dynasty

23 Feb (Thurs) International Women'’s Day; street disturbances (“bread riots”) over rumored
bread shortages, city center crowds, disregard of police and military orders, street violence and
strikes in working class district of VVyborg

24 Feb (Fri) army ordered into streets; work stoppages; crowds from working class districts
throng city center; hooliganism; confrontations with police; massive demonstrations; no leaders
25 Feby (Sat) widespread industrial strikes; revolutionary oratory to street crowds; instances of
mob violence; unit of Pavlovsky Guards regiment fires on police; declaration of martial law

26 Feb (Sun) military units use live ammunition on demonstrators in industrial districts and city
center; revolutionary prosletyzing in street demonstrations and speeches; speculation about
soldiers’ response in barracks to live fire on civilians

27 Feb (Mon) unit by unit Petrograd military garrison mutiny, join street crowds, officers flee;
pitched battles between mutinous troops and dwindling govt forces; breakdown of civil order and
anarchy; government prorougues State Duma; Duma party leaders defy and form Provisional
Committee of State Duma at Tauride Palace; Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ Deputies forms
demokratiia, the democracy, nemokpartusi; executive committee of Soviet forms from city’s
socialist activists politicians; dual power, dvoevlastie, gBoeBnacTtue

28 Feb (Tues) return of officers to regiments; arrests of ministers; mass meeting of Petrograd
Soviet; liberal politicians

28 Feb-2 March socialist and liberal politicians debate monarchy and war; military front
commanders and general staff urge Nicholas to abdicate.

2 March (Thurs) Nicholas Il abdicates the imperial throne for himself and his son Alexei
(illegally) in favor of his brother Michael; formation of Provisional Government

3 March (Fri) Michael declines crown until elected Constituent Assembly resolves the question
of the form of Russian governance



The abdication of Nicholas Il on 2 March 1917 O.S. In the royal train: Minister of the
Court Baron Fredericks, General N. Ruzsky, V. V. Shulgin, A. I. Guchkov, Nicholas II.
(State Historical Museum)
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New Times [Petrograd], 5 March 1917
Russian Will [Petrograd], 8 March 1917 [ grad]



