
Political Trends in Latin America
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Poverty in South America

*Venezuela data current as of 2014

https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/poorest-countries-in-south-america
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/poorest-countries-in-south-america


Source: International Monetary Fund

https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2023/02/01/latin-america-faces-slowing-growth-and-high-inflation-amid-social-tensions
https://www.imf.org/en/Blogs/Articles/2023/02/01/latin-america-faces-slowing-growth-and-high-inflation-amid-social-tensions


Source: Boston University Global Policy Development Center

Chinese Loans in Latin America

https://www.thedialogue.org/map_list/
https://www.thedialogue.org/map_list/


Source: Council on 
Foreign Relations

China and 
LAC

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-influence-latin-america-argentina-brazil-venezuela-security-energy-bri
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-influence-latin-america-argentina-brazil-venezuela-security-energy-bri
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-influence-latin-america-argentina-brazil-venezuela-security-energy-bri
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/china-influence-latin-america-argentina-brazil-venezuela-security-energy-bri


Source: Trading Economics

China Exports to Bolivia

https://tradingeconomics.com/china/exports/bolivia
https://tradingeconomics.com/china/exports/bolivia


Source: Trading Economics

U.S. Exports to Bolivia

https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/exports/bolivia
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-states/exports/bolivia


❖ Pending or no U.S. Ambassador in seven countries: 
Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Haiti, and Peru

❖ U.S. Ambassador to Venezuela based in Colombia

❖ Recognized failed presidents in Venezuela (Guiadó) 
and Bolivia (Añez)

❖ Does not recognize legitimacy of longest-serving 
president in LAC (Ortega, Nicaragua)

Source: American Foreign Service Association

Diminished U.S. Influence in LAC

https://afsa.org/list-ambassadorial-appointments
https://afsa.org/list-ambassadorial-appointments


Socialism in Bolivia

❖ Followed blueprint of Chavez Era in Venezuela

❖ In South America, Bolivia has the second-lowest Human Development 
Index, a measure of health, education, and income (UN Development 
Programme, 2021)

❖ Voting is mandatory for all adults (18 years and older)

❖ Five-year presidential term, no limit on number of terms served

❖ One year of military service is mandated for all adult males

❖ Mandatory increases and bonuses for all public and private salaried 
employees each year

❖ Since 2012, currency (boliviano) has remained stable against the U.S. 
dollar (6.9:1)

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/venezuelas-chavez-era
https://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2021-22_HDR/HDR21-22_Statistical_Annex_HDI_Table.xlsx
https://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2021-22_HDR/HDR21-22_Statistical_Annex_HDI_Table.xlsx
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/venezuelas-chavez-era
https://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2021-22_HDR/HDR21-22_Statistical_Annex_HDI_Table.xlsx
https://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2021-22_HDR/HDR21-22_Statistical_Annex_HDI_Table.xlsx


Source: World Bank

Poverty Rate in Bolivia

https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/BOL/bolivia/poverty-rate
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/BOL/bolivia/poverty-rate


Bolivia’s Loss of Land

Source: U.S. Army Special Operations History Office

https://arsof-history.org/articles/v4n4_bolivia_geography_page_1.html
https://arsof-history.org/articles/v4n4_bolivia_geography_page_1.html


Source: White House ONDCP 2022

Coca in Bolivia

❖ World’s third-largest producer of coca, behind 
Colombia and Peru

❖ In March 2023, Colombia and Bolivia petition U.N. 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs to remove coca as a 
prohibited substance

❖ Drug trade fueling illicit businesses

❖ Stepan Company’s plant in NJ is only commercial 
entity authorized to import coca leaf into U.S.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/briefing-room/2022/07/14/ondcp-releases-data-on-coca-cultivation-and-production-in-the-andean-region/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/briefing-room/2022/07/14/ondcp-releases-data-on-coca-cultivation-and-production-in-the-andean-region/


Source: U.S. Geological Survey 2022

Lithium in Bolivia

❖ World’s largest salt flat, Salar de Uyuni

❖ World’s largest identified lithium resources,             
21 million tons

❖ Signed $1B contract with Chinese consortium to 
develop untapped lithium deposits

❖ Has yet to produce commercial quantities 

❖ Environmental conditions impede extraction

https://pubs.usgs.gov/periodicals/mcs2022/mcs2022-lithium.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/periodicals/mcs2022/mcs2022-lithium.pdf


Source: World Economics

Pervasive Informal Economies

https://www.worldeconomics.com/National-Statistics/Informal-Economy/Bolivia.aspx
https://www.worldeconomics.com/National-Statistics/Informal-Economy/Bolivia.aspx


The Village of Aramasí



The Village of Aramasí



11Estudio sobre el Estado de Situación de Niñas, Niños y Adolescentes en acogimiento institucional
Dossier Informativo

MAPA DE CENTROS DE ACOGIDA DE NIÑAS, NIÑOS Y ADOLESCENTES SIN CUIDADO PARENTAL

ORURO: 8 CDA / 209 NNA
Oruro (8 CDA 209 NNA)

TARIJA: 12 CDN / 314 NNA

Villamontes (1 CDA / 16 NNA)

Caraparí (1 CDA / 16 NNA)

Yacuiba (4 CDA / 72 NNA)

Tarija (5 CDA / 191 NNA)

Bermejo (1 CDA / 34 NNA)

POTOSÍ: 10 CDA / 237 NNA

Uncía 2 (CDA / 35 NNA)

Uyuni (1 CDA / 10 NNA)

Tupiza (1 CDA / 24 NNA)

Potosí (4 CDA / 148 NNA)

Caiza D (1 CDA /11 NNA)

Yocalla (1 CDA / 13 NNA)

LA PAZ: 22 CDN / 672 NNA

La Paz (13 CDA / 442 NNA)

El Alto (5 CDA / 115 NNA)

Mecapaca (2 CDA / 34 NNA)

Caranavi (1 CDA / 65 NNA)

Palca (1 CDA / 16 NNA)

PANDO: 1 CDA/ 57 NNA
Cobija (1 CDA / 57 NNA)

CHUQUISACA: 14 CDA / 414 NNA

Sucre (10 CDA / 327 NNA)

Yotala (3 CDA / 61 NNA)

Camargo (1 CDA / 29 NNA)

BENI: 7 CDA / 176 NNA 

Trinidad (3 CDA / 53 NNA)

Riberalta (3 CDA / 51 NNA)
Guayaramerín (1 CDA / 74 NNA)

SANTA CRUZ: 59 CDA / 2091 NNA

Santa Cruz (36 CDA / 1363 NNA)

Vallegrande (2 CDA / 127 NNA)

Porongo (1 CDA / 4 NNA)

El Torno (4 CDA / 79 NNA)

Warnes (2 CDA / 86 NNA)

Cotoca (3 CDA / 40 NNA)

Comarapa (1 CDA / 27 NNA)

Samaipata (2 CDA / 66 NNA)

Saavedra (1 CDA / 22 NNA)

Concepción (1 CDA / 2 NNA)

Montero (2 CDA / 119 NNA)

San Ignacio del Sara (1 CDA / 88 NNA)

Roboré 1 CDA / 9 NNA

Camiri 1 CDA / 50 NNA

Charagua 1 CDA / 6 NNA

COCHABAMBA: 47 CDA / 1508 NNA

Vinto (4 CDA / 102 NNA)

Cochabamba (20 CDA / 593 NNA)

Tiquipaya (9 CDA / 426 NNA)

Sacaba (5 CDA / 122 NNA)

Arani (1 CDA / 31 NNA)

Villa Tunari (1 CDA / 60 NNA)

Quillacollo (2 CDA / 49 NNA)

Sipe Sipe (1 CDA / 37 NNA)

Colcapirhua (3 CDA / 88 NNA) 

 
 

Bolivian Orphanages

❖ 5,678 children

❖ Siblings separated

❖ Age out at 18

❖ Little or no gov’t 
funding

❖ Domestic violence 
against women

❖ Absent fathers

Source: UNICEF, 2021

https://www.unicef.org/bolivia/media/3721/file/Estudio%20sobre%20el%20estado%20de%20situaci%C3%B3n%20de%20ni%C3%B1as,%20ni%C3%B1os%20y%20adolescentes%20en%20acogimiento%20institucional.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/bolivia/media/3721/file/Estudio%20sobre%20el%20estado%20de%20situaci%C3%B3n%20de%20ni%C3%B1as,%20ni%C3%B1os%20y%20adolescentes%20en%20acogimiento%20institucional.pdf
https://www.amistadmission.org/


Bolivian Documentaries
❖ Our Brand is Crisis (2005) (not the Sandra Bullock 

movie)
❖ Cocalero (2007)
❖ The Devil’s Miner (2005)
❖ Weaving Stories (2015)
❖ Salero (2016)
❖ Cocaine Prison (2017)
❖ The Fight (2017)
❖ When the Bull Cried (2017)
❖ Most Dangerous Ways to School: Bolivia (2019)
❖ A Taste of Sky (2019)

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/our-brand-is-crisis-rachel-boynton/1000057568/item/40443869/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_everything_else_customer_acquisition&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=593719077582&gclid=CjwKCAjwitShBhA6EiwAq3RqA1TliJTvvY65fugJGBLSlxzdjNZ8SjRl2kYguw4ucM1uhkVxx-n-yhoCF1sQAvD_BwE#idiq=40443869&edition=8377330
https://www.amazon.com/Cocalero-Evo-Morales/dp/B000WS6Y9Q
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/Weaving-Stories-Juana-Dur%C3%A1n/dp/B08BZ1LHFX
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/salero/umc.cmc.7kpgv0bwj53od2e07sddahv6h?action=play
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.8944d1b3-ebc0-4a43-bc5e-937d0e04656e?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWX-G2NJeSI
https://www.amazon.com/When-Cried-Karen-Vazquez-Guadarrama/dp/B077JDDLCW/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=when+the+bull+cried&qid=1606836088&s=instant-video&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGRnd8WlcIU
https://tubitv.com/movies/663065/a-taste-of-sky
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/our-brand-is-crisis-rachel-boynton/1000057568/item/40443869/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=shopping_everything_else_customer_acquisition&utm_adgroup=&utm_term=&utm_content=593719077582&gclid=CjwKCAjwitShBhA6EiwAq3RqA1TliJTvvY65fugJGBLSlxzdjNZ8SjRl2kYguw4ucM1uhkVxx-n-yhoCF1sQAvD_BwE#idiq=40443869&edition=8377330
https://www.amazon.com/Cocalero-Evo-Morales/dp/B000WS6Y9Q
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/Weaving-Stories-Juana-Dur%C3%A1n/dp/B08BZ1LHFX
https://tv.apple.com/us/movie/salero/umc.cmc.7kpgv0bwj53od2e07sddahv6h?action=play
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.8944d1b3-ebc0-4a43-bc5e-937d0e04656e?autoplay=0&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWX-G2NJeSI
https://www.amazon.com/When-Cried-Karen-Vazquez-Guadarrama/dp/B077JDDLCW/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=when+the+bull+cried&qid=1606836088&s=instant-video&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGRnd8WlcIU
https://tubitv.com/movies/663065/a-taste-of-sky


Books on Bolivia
❖ Water for All: Community, Property, and Revolution in 

Modern Bolivia (Sarah Hines, 2021)

❖ Dignity and Defiance: Stories from Bolivia’s Challenge to 
Globalization (Jim Shultz and Melissa Draper, 2009)

❖ Whispering in the Giant’s Ear: A Frontline Chronicle from 
Bolivia’s War on Globalization (William Powers, 2006) 

❖ Open Veins of Latin America: Five Centuries of the Pillage 
of a Continent (Eduardo Galeano, 1997)

❖ ¡Gracias!: A Latin American Journal                         
(Henri Nouwen, 1993)

https://www.amazon.com/Water-All-Community-Property-Revolution/dp/0520381645/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Water-All-Community-Property-Revolution/dp/0520381645/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Dignity-Defiance-Bolivias-Challenge-Globalization/dp/0520256999/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Dignity-Defiance-Bolivias-Challenge-Globalization/dp/0520256999/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Whispering-Giants-Ear-Globalization-2006-05-16/dp/B01FIWA00O/ref=tmm_mmp_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Whispering-Giants-Ear-Globalization-2006-05-16/dp/B01FIWA00O/ref=tmm_mmp_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Veins-Latin-America-Centuries/dp/0853459916
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Veins-Latin-America-Centuries/dp/0853459916
https://www.amazon.com/Gracias-American-Henri-J-Nouwen/dp/0883448513
https://www.amazon.com/Water-All-Community-Property-Revolution/dp/0520381645/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Water-All-Community-Property-Revolution/dp/0520381645/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Dignity-Defiance-Bolivias-Challenge-Globalization/dp/0520256999/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Dignity-Defiance-Bolivias-Challenge-Globalization/dp/0520256999/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Whispering-Giants-Ear-Globalization-2006-05-16/dp/B01FIWA00O/ref=tmm_mmp_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Whispering-Giants-Ear-Globalization-2006-05-16/dp/B01FIWA00O/ref=tmm_mmp_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Veins-Latin-America-Centuries/dp/0853459916
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Veins-Latin-America-Centuries/dp/0853459916
https://www.amazon.com/Gracias-American-Henri-J-Nouwen/dp/0883448513

