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PEW Research 

estimates for 2014. 

Overall number 

hasn’t changed 

significantly since 

2009.



-Q: How are estimates made (eg. 11 million) when undocumented 

people are not known or registered?
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/09/20/measuring-illegal-immigration-how-pew-research-center-counts-unauthorized-immigrants-in-the-u-s/

A: U.S. census numbers give raw data about how many immigrants are 

living here in the U.S. (this has to be adjusted through estimation of how 

many are missed) and the amount of documented immigrants are 

subtracted (Green Card holders counted by Homeland Security and 

refugees the Office of Refugee Resettlement provides) 

-Article shared by OLLI student from WaPo: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/local/wp/2018/07/30/feature/majority-minority-white-workers-at-this-pennsylvania-chicken-plant-now-

struggle-to-fit-in/?utm_term=.2b1db41b9a9e&wpisrc=nl_headlines&wpmm=1

Where efforts could be used by the town and company to bridge the 

language and cultural barriers? How could they try to foster friendships 

between people, learn about and appreciate the issues and 

difficulties faced by each other?  

Heaven Engle, 20, and her boyfriend, 
Venson Heim, 25, sit in the break room at 
the Bell & Evans Plant 2 facility in 
Fredericksburg, Pa., before the start of their 
shift.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/09/20/measuring-illegal-immigration-how-pew-research-center-counts-unauthorized-immigrants-in-the-u-s/
https://email.vanderbilt.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=5W1-AwRb_2Tx1S0N9_O96JHi-Ow8269gp1qAJrd0WJcMzYMtQ_fVCA..&URL=https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/local/wp/2018/07/30/feature/majority-minority-white-workers-at-this-pennsylvania-chicken-plant-now-struggle-to-fit-in/?utm_term=.2b1db41b9a9e&wpisrc=nl_headlines&wpmm=1&data=02|01|clint.hendrix@vanderbilt.edu|6c220


Wapo quote (7-30-18) 







Your team is charge of deciding which of the following immigrants 

looking for legal immigration status or asylum in the U.S. are going to 

receive it. You can choose 2 of the 7 (a higher rate than would 

actually happen) and you have 10 minutes to decide. 

-México(25). Farm laborer detained in the border with 2 kids who were born 
in the U.S. 

-El Salvador (15). A child who is fleeing from the Mara Salvatrucha who 
killed his older brother for not joining their gang. 
-Guatemala (12). A girl who was detained on the border whose mom has 
been an undocumented maid in L.A. for 10 years. 
-Honduras (17). A boy who has lived in the U.S. since he was 4. He has 

excellent grades in high school but was pulled over for DUI. 
-Cuba (16). A Cuban girl who survived 6 days in a balsa raft coming here. 
Her parents, with whom she fights a lot, still live in Cuba. 
-La República Dominicana (10). A girl whose grand parents received exile 
status in the U.S. in 1994. Her parents raised her in the D.R. but they died in 
an accident lately and her aunts and uncles can’t care for her. 
-México (10). A girl with Down’s Syndrome crossed the border illegally with 
her mother. While her mom is undocumented, her father is a legal resident 
of the U.S. that lives an hour from the site where she and her mother were 
detained.



NPT programs a fellow 

student shared: 

https://www.pbs.org/video/between-two-worlds-next-door-neighbors-npt-hsahrd/

Next Door Neighbors: Between Two Worlds. Nashville Public Television 
production from May 2018 about Asian-American immigrants in Middle TN 
area 

-How many were able to see it and what countries were focused on?

-How do the cases of Filipino, Indian, and Chinese immigrants differ? What 
does the Philippines have in common with Puerto Rico and Cuba? After 
Mexico, where does the largest number of non U.S. born immigrants hail 
from? How do they differ in terms of education and employment? How 
many Indians live in middle TN and what does diversity look like in their 
community?

-Who is the third largest group of non-U.S. born people here? How are they 
distinguished in terms of students? 

https://www.pbs.org/video/between-two-worlds-next-door-neighbors-npt-hsahrd/


-How many were able to view the film?

-What does the metaphor in the title refer to?

PUERTO RICO:

-Why is P.R. a special case? When did we 

acquire P.R. and how did its status change in 

1917? What did we stand to gain from this?

-What happened during the Truman 

administration regarding P.R. and what did 

the film mean by “escape valve”?

-IN RECENT NEWS: How has the U.S. responded to Hurricane 
María, how did the response differ from those of FL, TX and NJ, 

and what do you think the long term effects will look like?



“Hurricane Maria’s impact on Puerto Rico and its 

population is unprecedented. Though it is difficult to find 

comparable situations, we estimate that between 114,000 

and 213,000 Puerto Rico residents will leave the island 

annually in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria. From 2017 to 

2019, we estimate that Puerto Rico may lose up to 470,335 

residents or 14% of the population. In other words, Puerto 

Rico will lose the same population in a span of a couple of 

years after Hurricane Maria as the island lost during a prior 

decade of economic stagnation.”



GUATEMALA: What led up to the Guatemalan Civil War (1960-

96) and what were the consequences?

-Who is Rigoberta Menchú and what 
did you learn about her story?

-How did Mariana Cabrera’s story 

add to your understanding of 

undocumented families and the 

separations they must endure?



What dangers are women and children facing when leaving their 

countries of origin and what are some of the dangers that await 

them in their journeys across Central America and México?

https://www.wola.org/analysis/children-fleeing-violence-central-

america-face-dangers-mexico/

What about the histories of those fleeing make it particularly difficult 

to share their stories upon arrival to the U.S.? 

https://www.wola.org/analysis/children-fleeing-violence-central-america-face-dangers-mexico/


MEXICO

-Who are the Border Angels and what do they do?

-How many immigrants die daily trying to cross the desert?

-Since 1820, where has the largest group of legal U.S. 

immigrants come? 

-What happened in 1848 and what were the 

consequences? 

-How did that change in the late 1920s? What was the 

Bracero Program?

-How many Mexicans now live in the U.S.?



THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

-Who is pictured below and what is he known for? 

-Why did so many Dominicans come to the U.S. in the 2nd half of 

the 20th century? Who was Trujillo and who did his policies favor? 

-What happened in ’65 and how does that relate to Junot Díaz?

-When he talks about “ni de aquí ni allí” what does he mean?



How many got to see “Separated” last night 

on PBS?

Clips: https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/

-How many of the 900 miles of U.S./Mexico border already have a wall? How are 

the wall-less portions monitored? How has the number of boarder patrol agents 

changed since 9-11?

Watch minutes 3-10

-Who is Sonia Nazario?  What is la Bestia? What dangers are posed to immigrants 

you might not had thought about previously?

-Interim focused on both Trump and Obama presidencies 

-Watch minutes 39-45 What is la “hielera”? How are conditions there? What 

events appear to have sparked a change in the Trump admin’s policy?

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/

