
THE SLAVE TRADE

& ITS LEGACY IN THE US

OSHER WINTER 2021
DR. ANGELA SUTTON

ANGELA.C.SUTTON@VANDERBILT.EDU

Week 5: 
Slavery & “Reconstruction”



SCHEDULE

• First time: PIRATES! (The 1722 Battle of Cape Lopez)

• Session 2: Slavery in America under the various colonial powers at the 
time of the battle

• Session 3: The emergence of chattel slavery

• Last time: The spread of chattel slavery 

• Today: Slavery, emancipation & reconstruction in the US compared to 
other places in the Americas

• Feb 16: Legacies



Database available: https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/

Last Time: Slavery and the Creation of Intergenerational Wealth for White Europeans 
and Americans



COMPARATIVE TIMELINE OF EMANCIPATION

Haiti – 1804 (emancipation 
taken from France in the 
Revolution)

Spanish Islands (not Cuba)-
1820s

British Islands – 1833

French Islands – 1848

Spanish mainland – 1850s

Dutch Islands – 1863

US South – 1865

Cuba – 1886

Brazil – 1888 (last one)



AFTER EMANCIPATION, RULING CLASSES IN 
FORMER SLAVEHOLDING NATIONS DID 
EVERYTHING THEY COULD TO HOLD ONTO 
AND GROW THE WEALTH GENERATED BY THE 
STOLEN LABOR OF THE FORMERLY ENSLAVED. 

This is in direct conflict with the creation of a free 
and just society. This is why all former 
slaveholding nations, including the US, struggle 
with deep inequality. 

Reconstruction everywhere stalled out.



RECONSTRUCTION: THE PLAN

1. restoration of the Union as a whole

2. transformation of southern society

3. progressive legislation favoring the 
rights of the formerly enslaved.

"...With malice toward none, with 
charity for all" 

--Abraham Lincoln, Second 
Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865 



RECONSTRUCTION: THE OVERTHROW

“Northern Democrats flattered the lordly 
ambition of the aristocratic South, courted 
its favor, obeyed its behests, and found a 
satisfactory compensation in being 
permitted . . . to make it subservient to the 
selfish and sectional purpose of putting the 
whole Union at the foot of its slaveholding 
master.”

– John P. Kennedy, US Secretary of the 
Navy, 1852

(right) Political cartoon by Thomas Nast, 1868. It shows three figures (an Irish working-class man depicted with an apelike face, 
Nathan Bedford Forrest, and August Belmont, chair of the Democratic party) stomping on the body of a Black Union Soldier while an 
orphanage for Black children burns in the background. It accuses three groups of American whites of having vested interests in 
overthrowing Reconstruction.



THE FAILURES OF RECONSTRUCTION CONTINUED THE HORRORS OF 
SLAVERY, SO MANY FORMERLY ENSLAVED LEFT IN THE “GREAT 
MIGRATION”

Jim Crow era roadside signs the migrants would have seen as they made their way north, a 
family leaving for the “Up-South,” and Black flappers in Harlem during the 1920s. 



MAP OF RUNAWAYS (DURING SLAVERY) AND MAP OF THE 
GREAT MIGRATION (AFTER)



SLAVECATCHERS → SHERIFFS 

Slavecatcher notice from Boston, Slave patrol badge from South Carolina 1858, 
Enslaved families on their way to the Contraband Camp in Hampton, VA, 



FIELD SLAVERY → SHARECROPPING

A way to ensure Black croppers remained locked to the 
land and unable to purchase their own. 

Freedmen’s Bureau oversaw the contracts and 
documented white supremacist terror intimidation in the 
events of disputes

https://www.freedmensbureau.com/tennessee/index.htm



FROM PLANTATION TO PRISON

• 13th Amendment- Jan 31, 1865

• Civil Rights Act of 1866 –
Black people in the US first 
allowed to use legal system

• Convict Lease Programs to 
plantations in the South

• Chain Gangs

• “Vagrancy” Laws 



MANY RAN NORTH, BUT SOME ALSO CAME 
BACK DOWN TO THE SOUTH

In slavery, people ran down 
South to help free others at 
great personal cost. 

In Reconstruction, they did the same

Harriet Tubman (19 trips to slaveholding states to escort over 
300 to freedom), the genesis of Fisk University 6 months after 
the Civil War, and Fisk University today. 



THE US IS AN EXPERIMENT IN FREEDOM

Common Errors in these Graphics

*1526 – First Enslaved people 
brought to the US (Spanish Florida 
counts!)

*1964 – Civil Rights Act

*1965 – Voting Rights Act

*1967- Loving v. Virginia



IN OTHER FORMER SLAVEHOLDING 
NATIONS

• Brazil’s Free Womb Law (1871)

• Tutelage in Spanish America & 
Brazil

• French Colonial Code Noir

• Vagrancy Laws & Prisons 
Everywhere (just like in US)




