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Source - Image From North Carolina Museum of History;  Postcard Circa 1905-1915, by artist, J. Steeple Davis  
Accessed at:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Alamance_Postcard.jpg





Source:  Map produced by the Tennessee Geographic Alliance



JAMES ROBERTSON JOHN SEVIER



Note the Scots-Irish  
migration pattern from 

Pennsylvania down the crest 
of the Appalachians into 

Tennessee.



 Too weak
 No strong central government, no executive, 

no court system
 States had too much power
 Did not work
 Could not get the economy going



We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, 
in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free 
and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance 
to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them 
and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; 
and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to 
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, 
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of 
right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.



 An important steppingstone

 Established a workable land use policy for the 
territory beyond that Appalachians that was not 
really part of the 13 states



1. Land Ordinance of 1784

2. Land Ordinance of 1785

3.  Northwest Ordinance of 1787



Massachusetts and Connecticut asserted claims to the Northwest Territory based on colonial charters
Source: Agathon Associates, Epochs of American History: Formation of the Union 1750-1829 (by Albert 
Bushnell Hart, 1926)













What do you find 
unusual about the story 

of Franklin?







 Defense? 
 Why did North Carolina set aside so much land 

west of the mountains?  
 Why did North Carolina close land office in 

Hillsborough?  What happened as a result of this? 
Why did the settlers across the mountains suspect 
eastern government of NC of a willingness to sell 
out to the Indians?

 Why did North Carolina NOT create a court across 
the mountains?  



 June 2, 1784 – NC cedes her western lands to the 
central government.

 August 24, 1784 –Western leaders meet at 
Jonesboro to organize a new state.

 November 20, 1784 – NC repeals June 2nd Cession 
Act

 December 14, 1784 – Delegates meet in Jonesboro 
and resolve to form a separate state.

 March, 1785 – New State chooses leaders.





Source:  Map produced by the Tennessee Geographic Alliance



 August, 1786 – Strong anti-Franklin group emerges 
in Washington County.

 John Sevier begins negotiations with Spain.
 May, 1787 – Constitutional Convention meets in 

Philadelphia.
 April, 1789 – George Washington becomes the first 

President of the United States.







Source:  www.coloneljohntipton.com



Source:  www.blueridgecountry.com/archives



From Territory to State



Source of maps: http://effectsparis1783.weebly.com/new-borders.html





Source of map:  http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/





Southwest
Territory



Source:  Portrait of William Blount by  Washington Cooper;
Tennessee State Museum Collection



Source of map:  Tennessee Geographic Alliance

Mero District Eastern District







Treaty of Holston Park, on the Tennessee 
River, Downtown Knoxville

Source of map:  www.nativeheritage project.com

Source of Sculpture photo: 
www.tnmagazine.org



Source:  www.jameswhitesfort.org



Source of image:  www.tnvacation.com
Website of the Tennessee Department of Touris



Source of sketch:  www.geni.com



Source of map:  The Tennessee by Donald Davidson





Source of chart:  Tennessee, a Short History by Robert Corlew, p.  96.

Vote on
statehood

Total 
Population



Source:  Tennessee State Library & Archives



Source:  Portrait by Rembrandt Peale;  
Smithsonian American Art Museum



Source:  Portrait by Charles 
Willson Peale, 1792, in 
Tennessee State Museum 
portrait collection



Source:  Portrait by Ralph E. W. Earl; owned 
By Cragfont, Castalian Springs



WILLIAM COCKE WILLIAM BLOUNT

Source:  Etching by Albert Rosenthal, in  
New York Public Library Digital GallerySource unknown:  image in Public Domain



 Federalist Candidate
 John Adams

 Republican candidate
 Thomas Jefferson



Source:  National Park Service

Source:  www.montpelier.org





Tennessee, 
June 1, 1796



Source:  Portrait by Jean-Francois de la Vallee;
www:tn4me.org;  website of Tennessee State Museum
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