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FRACTION STRIPS: I

1. NAME THE STRIP OF PAPER. It is a _________________ unit. Fold the _______________ into two equal parts. Then fold the paper again into 2 equal parts. Then do that one more time (3 times, all together)


Unfold the paper strip. Move your finger from one end of the strip until you touch the first fold line. How far have you come? How would you label that distance? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What would you call the distance moved if you started again at the beginning and moved until your finger touched the second fold line? How far have you come? How would you label that distance? Why? 

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

If each partition is called an ed, if you started at the beginning and moved until your finger touched the end of the strip, what is the measure of the unit in eds? 

If you fold the paper strip unit in half 4 times, how many partitions will there be? How about if you did it 5 times? 7 times? Do you see a pattern? What is it? Why is it happening?

COMPLETE THIS TABLE

	Number of 2-splits (halvings)
	Number of partitions

	1
	2

	2
	4

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	


2. Fold the strip into 3 equal parts. Unfold the paper and move your finger from one end of the strip until you touch the first fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? 

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you touched the second fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you reached the end of the unfolded paper strip? How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

Imagine moving once more, beyond the end of the unfolded paper strip. How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

3. Draw a length or use a strip of paper.


My length is:



If the length you drew is called 1/4-Deb, draw 2/4 Deb.



Draw ¾ Deb.



Draw 4/4 Deb.



Draw 5/4 Deb.

4. Fold the strip into three equal parts. Now fold it again in half. How many partitions have you formed?  ________________________

Unfold the paper and move your finger from one end of the strip until you touch the first fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? 

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you touched the second fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

5. Henry says that if you fold the paper in half and then into thirds, or if you fold the paper into thirds and then fold it in half, the order does not matter--you get the same number of partitions. Do you agree? Why or why not?

6. Fold the ______________ into 5 congruent parts. 

Unfold the paper and move your finger from one end of the strip until you touch the first fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? 

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you touched the second fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you touched the end the paper strip? How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

7. Fold the paper into 5 congruent parts. Fold it again into 2 congruent parts. 

Unfold the paper and move your finger from one end of the strip until you touch the first fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? 

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

What if you went until you touched the second fold line. How far have you come? What would you call it? Why?

Its name is ______________________________

because ____________________________________________________________

Can this length traveled have more than one name? Why do you think so?

