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BlEA T RICI,

HAKSPEARE has exhibited in

Beatrice a spirited and faithful
portrait of the fine lady of his own
time. The deportment, language,
manners, and allusions are those of
a particular class 1n a particular age;
but the i1ndividual and dramatic
character which forms the ground-
work 1s strongly discriminated, and
being taken from general nature,
belongs " to every age. In Beatrice,
| high intellect and high animal spirits

Mo meet, and excite each other like fire

and air. In her wit (which 1s brilliant

without being 1maginative) there 1s a touch of insolence,
not unfrequent in women when the wit predominates over
reflection and 1magination. In' her temper, too, there is a
slight infusion of the termagant; and her satirical humour plays
with such an unrespective levity over all subjects alike, that it
required a profound knowledge of women to bring such a
character within the pale of our sympathy. But Beatrice, though
wilful, is not wayward; she is volatile, not unteeling. She has
not only an exuberance of wit and galety, but of heart, and
soul, and energy of spirit; and is no more like the fine ladies
of modern comedy,—whose wit consists in a temporary allusion
or a play upon words, and whose petulance 1s displayed n a
toss of the head, a flirt of the fan, or a flourish of the pocket-

handkerchief,—than one of our modern dandies is like Sir Philip
Sidney. :

6#




¢ HEROINLS.

44 :
has contrived that the poetry of

' Shakspeare . . |
haracter S5 . 4 to forgive beatrice all her scornfy]

We are not on it ail Jex assumption of superiority; but
the more, when we find her, with
of a child, falling at once into the
when we see her, who thought a

God's making not good enough for her, who disdained
ermastered Dy 2 i piece of, vahailt QUSt’ - Sloaps ke
<, vailing her proud spirit, and taming her
oving hand of him whom she had scorned,
flouted, and misused, ‘“past the endNranos. ok g s oud

won by her generous enthusiastic

we are yet more compl.etely
ttachment to her cousii. When the father of Hero believes

the tale of her guilt; when Claudio, her lover, without remorse
or a lingering doubt, consigns her to shame; when the Friar
remains silent, and the generous Benedick himself knows not

what to say, Beatrice, confident in her affections, and guided
only by the impulses of her own feminine heart, sees through
the inconsistency, the impossibility of the charge, and exclaims,

without a moment’s hesitation: |
O, on my soul, my cousin is belied!

id for her affections;

to be O
the rest of her se

wild heart tO the |

-

S.chlegel, in his remarks on the play of « Much Ado about
Nothing,” has given us an amusing instance of that sense of
reality with which we are impressed by Shakspeare’s characters
He says of Benedick and Beatrice, as if he had known then;
Eezrl.f,on:tlly, that the exclusive direction of their pointed raillery
i sgnlgts uiiil.ihlot.her “1s a proof of a growing inclination.” This
iy 1111th : 1al.nd the same inference would lead us to suppose
e I’JI?h inclination had commenced before the opening
e il ° . e very first words uttered by Beatrice are an

er Benedick, though expressed with her usual arch
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4/

aven to herself. In the same manner, Benedjcl

: R betrays a lurkine
Partiality for his fascinating enemy; he shows that heyhas loo\k:}a

apon her with no careless eye, when he Says:

There's her cousin (meaning Beatrice), an s oA

with Jahtfury, excels her as muchb n bcaut;' ai;”ﬂ:!ﬁ;:f 1oLf gﬁ;ﬁigiﬁd
of December. %
Infinite skill, as well as humour, is shown in makine this
. of airy beings the exact counterpart of each other; gut of
(he two portraits, that of Benedick is by far the most pleasing
Lecause the independence and gay indifference of temper, tl?é
laughing defiance of love and marriage, the satirical freedom of
expression, common to both, are more becoming to the masculine
than to the feminine character. Any woman might love such
2 cavalier as Benedick, and be proud of his affection; his valour,
his wit, and his gaiety sit so gracefully upon him! and his light
scoffs against the power ot love are but just sufficient to render
more piquant the conquest of this ‘heretic in despite of beauty.”
But a man might well be pardoned who should shrink from
encountering such a spirit as that of Beatrice, unless, indeed,
he had “served an apprenticeship to the taming school.” The
wit of Beatrice 1s less good-humoured than that of Benedick;
or, from the difference of sex, appears so. It is observable,
that the power is throughout on her side, and the sympathy
and interest on his: which, by reversing the usual order ot
things, seems to excite us against the grain, 1t 1 may use such
an expression. In all their encounters she constantly gets the
better of him, and the gentleman’s wits go off halting, 1t he 1s
not himself fairly %ors de combat. Beatrice, woman like, generally

has the first word, and will have the last. Thus, when they
first meet, she begins by provoking the merry warfare:

[ wonder that you will still be talking, Signior Benedick; nobody
marks you.

senedick. What, my dear Lady Disdain! are you yet living ?

Beatrice. s it possible Disdain should die, while she hath such
meet food to feed it as Signior Benedick ? Courtesy.itself must cenvert

10 dicdas : :
disdain, if you come 1n her presence.

s it s clear t.hat she cannot for a moment e.ndure his neglect,
Y 1€ can as llttl.e tolerate her scorn. Nothing tha.lt.Benedlck
A Sof;sses to Beatrice personally can equal the malicious force
feelin 1 E)f her attacks upon him: he is either restrained .-by a
tion § ot natural gallantry, little as she deserves the considera-

1¢ 10 her sex (for a female satirist ever places herself

last
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HAKSPEARE St HEROUINES,

-h forbearance), or he 1s subdued by her

. {ubility. He revenges himself, howeyer., In hey
superior volu ljuse}als. her with such a variety of ComiIC Invectiye,
ab;ence: h?orath his pent-up wrath with such a ludicrous extr,.
an pOllrS

vagance and exaggeration, that 11161 Pet;‘; Sitat once how deep i
his mortification, and how. unreal nis i Ny

In the midst of all this tllt.lng .and Sparring o €lr nimb]e
and fiery wits, we find them 1nﬁn1t<—?ly anxious for the goo
opinion of each other, and secretly impatient of each other's
scorn: but Beatrice is the most truly indifferent of the two, the
most assured of herself. The comic effect produced by their
mutual attachment, which, however natural and expected, comes

upon us with all the force of a surprise, cannot be surpassed :
and how exquisitely characteristic the mutual avowal!

senedick. By my sword, Beatrice, thou lovest me.
Bealrice. Do not swear Dy it “and eat it

Benedick. 1 will swear by it that you love me ;
him eat it that says I love not you, -

beyond the pal.e of su

and I will make

seatrice. 'Will you not eat your word ?
senedick. With no sauce that can be devised to itz [ protest 1
love thee.

Beatrice. Wh Y, then,
Benedick What
bLealrice. You

God forgive mel

offence, sweet Beatrice ?
stayed me in 3

[ loved you. happy hour. T was about to protest
senedick, And do it wi
o e ) t with a]] ¢]
/)mzf/ ‘ee. 1 love yoy with so mu]y s

'€vulsion of feelino
8

fondness; but with
{1ﬁecti011 of

friend fo,

trasted with that of
are both o e scels Very beautiful and
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Yes, ‘faith, it “1s. my* cousin’s
duty to make a curtsey, and say,
‘. Father, as <t :please souy’’ ‘but
yet for all that, cousin, let him be
1 handsome fellow, or else make
another curtsey, and say, ‘‘Father,
as it please me."

But Shakspeare knew well how
to make one character sub-
ordinate to another, without
sacrificing the slightest portion
of its effect; and Hero, added
to her grace and softness, and
211 the interest which attaches
to her as the sentimental heroine
of the play, possesses an In-

tellectual beauty of her own.
When she has Beatrice at an

advantage, she repays her with
interest. in the severe, but most

animated and elegant picture she
draws of her cousin’s imperious

: | BEATRICE : What ﬁre is 1n mine ears ? Character and unbridled 1ev1ty

| of tongue. The portrait 1s a
little overcharged, because ~dministered as a corrective, and
intended to be overheard: '

\ v

But Nature never fram’d a woman’s heart

Of prouder stuff than that of Beatrice:
Disdain and scorn ride sparkling in her eyes,
Misprising what they look on; and her wit
Values itself so highly, that to her

All matter else seems weak; she cannot love,

Nor take no shape nor project of affection,

- She is so self-endeared.
7sula. Sure, sure, such carping is not commendable.

| fero, No: not to be so odd, and from all fashions,
f As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable:

\v

£

\v

\v

'f But who dare tell her so? If I should speak,
‘ '. She’d mock me into air: O, she would laugh me
Out of myself, press me to death with wit.
Therefore let Benedick, like cover’'d fire,
Consume away in sighs, waste inwardly:
. b It were a better death than die with mocks,
E Which is as bad as die with tickling.

~JI
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ter advantage than in he

Y oatrl ver appears to: gles 7 r

' beam?feslelzeaving her concealment *'1n .the pleached bower,
ol Lles. ripened DY the sun, forbid the sun to enter”;

where honeysuc
she exclaims, 2
What fire 1S 1n
Stand 1 condemne
The sense of wounded vanity

is infinitely more struck by w

.nd the history of his supposed love for her, .
praise of herself. The immediate Success of the trick 1s a most

natural consequence Of the self-assurance and magnanimity of
her character; she 1s SO sccustomed to assert dominion over

the spirits of others, that she cannot suspect the possibility of
2 plot laid against herself.

A haughty, excitable, and violent temper 1s another of the
characteristics of Beatrice; but there is more of impulse than
of passion in her vehemence. In the marriage scene, where
she has beheld her gentle-spirited cousin,—whom she lc;ves the
more for those very qualities which are most unlike her own
slandered, deserted, and devoted to public shame, her indignati -
and the eagerness with which she hungers a,nd thi ok
revenge, are, like the rest of her character. o e

, Open, ardent,

impetuous, but not deep or i
1mpl :
that outrageous speechi placable. When she bursts into

Is he Nnot approy ;
proved in the heij LR R e
scorned. ds | oht a vill: |
B‘L\le.“;(i; ?Illslllonoured.my kinswoman? Q thd;?’;[ uldt hath slandel‘éd,
. 1and until they come to take hands.Wae;(:1 ilhman !. h\Vhat!
) en with public

accusation, uncover
ove . 2
a man ! I,would ;? ISI'anlclier, e tou—0 Gy h
| e i = od, that I were
¢ market-p]
ace!

frer listening tO this tirade against herself:

mine ears? (Can this be true?
d for pride and scorn SO much ¢

'« lost in bitter feelings, and she
hat is said in praise of Benedick,




e R— —

humour of the one, the
and the value they so e
will ensure them a toler
this hope we leave them.

LEATRICE. Ol

BEATRICE AND BENEDICK.

together. We have some misgivings a

hensions that poor Benedick will not escape the ‘“predestinate
scratched face,” which he had foretold to him who should win and

wear this quick-witted and pleasant-spirited lady; yet when we
recollect that to the wit and imperious temper of Beatrice is
united a magnanimity of

tar above all selfishness,
when we perceive, i

volubility of tongue, so much of generous affection, and such a
high sense of female virtue and honour, we are inclined to hope
the best. We think it possible that, though the gentleman
Mmay now and then swear, and the lady scold, the native good-

really fine understanding of the other,
vidently attach to each other’s esteem,
able portion of domestic felicity, and in

whole character,—looking
out from her brilliant eyes,
and laughing on her full
lips that pout with scorn,—
which we have before us,
moving and full of life.
On the whole, we dismiss
Benedick and Beatrice to
their matrimonial bonds,
rather with a sense of
amusement than a feeling
of congratulation or sym-
pathy; rather with an
acknowledgment that they
are well matched, and
worthy of each other, than
with any well-founded ex-
pectation of their domestic

wise to woo peaceably,” it
may be added, that both



