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Osher Lifelong Learning Institute  
at Vanderbilt University
Holiday Luncheon

Enjoy a scrumptious holiday luncheon buffet in the historically magnificent  
Susie Gray Dining Hall at Scarritt Bennett. You’ll feel as if you have stepped back  
in time to a season from long ago!

Wednesday, December 17, 2014
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m

Scarritt Bennett 

Performance by Amy Tate Williams,  
professional pianist and accompanist

$20 per person 

Complimentary parking is provided at  
Scarritt Bennett (1008 19th Avenue South).

Please register online at vanderbilt.edu/olli  
or mail your check (made payable to 
Vanderbilt University) to:

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt

PMB 407760

2301 Vanderbilt Place

Nashville, TN 37240-7760



3

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at 

Vanderbilt University is an organization that 

strives to provide community members with 

stimulating intellectual and cultural pursuits. 

OLLI offers non-credit courses, which allow 

students to benefit from invigorating lectures 

and discussions in an informal, supportive, 

and relaxed environment. It is an organization 

that provides adults ages 50 and over with 

educational programs, stimulating tours, trips, 

and cultural activities and events. OLLI is 

a cohesive group that projects a true sense 

of community, and always welcomes new 

members.

Membership in the Osher Lifelong Learning 

Institute at Vanderbilt is open to all adults 50 and 

over interested in continuing to learn. 

Benefits include:

• Opportunity to attend classes

• Opportunity to participate in all special events 

including day trips

• Hearing monthly speakers at “Lunch and 

Learn” sessions

• Staying informed about other Vanderbilt 

activities and educational opportunities

• Access to Vanderbilt University libraries

• 10% discount at Vanderbilt Barnes and Noble 

Bookstore (limited to trade books and apparel)

Please direct inquiries to:
Norma Clippard, Director
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt
Phone: 322-5569; Cell: 364-1331; Fax: 343-1145
Email: norma.clippard@vanderbilt.edu

or

Robert Covington, President
907 Estes Road
Nashville, TN 37215
Email: robert.covington@vanderbilt.edu

For further information, 
visit our website at vanderbilt.edu/olli 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt 

is updating its mailing list. Please check your 

name and address and call 343-0700 with any 

corrections. Also, if you are no longer interested 

in receiving our catalog, please contact us and 

we will remove you from our mailing list.

The Division of Public Affairs sponsors the Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt.
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It is our hope at the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute at Vanderbilt that this program 
continues to grow and enrich the lives of 
adults for many years to come. Monetary 
contributions are part of what ensures that 
the program will last and that it will continue 
to be affordable and accessible to all. OLLI at 
Vanderbilt has a rare opportunity to approach 
the Osher Foundation for an additional 
endowed grant and in order to apply for 
this funding, it is necessary to show that we 
have substantial support from within our 
own membership. We have set modest and 
achievable goals: a member participation 
rate of 20 percent and a total giving amount 
of $20,000. You can support lifelong learning 
by completing the form below or you may go 
online to vanderbilt.edu/giveonline, fill in the 
amount you would like to give, and click the 

continue button. There is an opportunity to 
make a gift in memory or in honor of that can 
also be accessed online.

Donor name(s)   ________________________________________________________________

Address   ______________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________

Please accept my gift of:

$75___  $100___  $200 ____  Other ___________

Please mail check made payable to  
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Vanderbilt
PMB 407727
2301 Vanderbilt Place
Nashville, TN 37240-7727

For additional information about other 
methods of payment, please visit 
giving.vanderbilt.edu and click  
“Ways to Give.” 

Your contribution is truly appreciated.

Gifts are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. A receipt will be 
mailed to you. 

Thank you! 

Friends of
  at Vanderbilt

olli

✃
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When registering online,  
you will receive your class confirmation immediately.  

Please send entire form or register online.

Now you can register online! vanderbilt.edu/olli

WINTER 2015 SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Sundays Osher Steel Drum Band Jan. 11–Feb. 22 1:00–2:30 p.m.

Mondays Irish Comedy: Light and Dark Jan. 12–Feb. 16 9:30–11:30 a.m.

Tuesdays
The U.S. Constitution: 
Foundation and Interpretation

Jan. 13–Feb. 17 9:30–10:45 a.m.

Contemporary World Cinema Jan. 13–Feb. 17 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Wednesdays
Nuns and Prostitutes of the 
Middle Ages

Jan. 14–Feb. 18 9:30–10:45 a.m. 

Science and Science Fiction Jan. 14–Feb. 18 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Thursdays
Ancient Civilizations of  
the Americas

Jan. 15–Feb. 19 9:30–10:45 a.m.

Rhythm & Blues Tore Down 
the Walls of Segregation

Jan. 15–Feb. 19 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Fridays
The Development of  
Christian Practice and Belief  
in Roman Africa

Jan. 16–Feb. 20 9:30–10:45 a.m.

Ukraine: From Kievan Rus to 
the Euro Revolution

Jan. 16–Feb. 20 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.
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MONDaYS
January 12, 19, 26  
February 2, 9, 16

9:30–11:30 a.m.

Location: St. George’s Episcopal 
Church, 4715 Harding Road

Irish Comedy: Light and Dark
Kass Kovalcheck, Professor of Communi-
cation Studies, Emeritus, Vanderbilt  
University 

This course will offer 6 movies illustrating 
Irish use of humor in film. The films will 
include “Evelyn,” “The Commitments,” 

“The Nephew,” and “Waking Ned Devine.” 
These represent the use of comedy and 
humor for telling stories and create a sense 
of Irish identity.

TueSDaYS
January 13, 20, 27  
February 3, 10, 17

9:30–10:45 a.m. 
Location: The Temple,  
5015 Harding Pike

The u.S. Constitution:  
Foundation and Interpretation
John Vile, Professor of Political Science, 
Middle Tennessee State University

The U.S. Constitution was formulated at a 
convention that met in Philadelphia in the 
summer of 1787 and was subsequently 
ratified by conventions within the states. 
This series of lectures will describe the 
background, the writing, and the ratification 
of this document and its amendments as 
well as how it has been interpreted in the 
course of American history. Participants will 
be encouraged to submit questions about 
the document for class discussion; however, 
the emphasis will not be on debating the 
various interpretations of the document 
but on understanding them. A final class 
will discuss some of the major proposals 
for rewriting the Constitution as a whole 
as well as the most prominent proposed 
amendments that have been considered in 
recent years.

o S H e r  l i f e l o n G  l e a r n i n G  i n S t i t u t e  a t  V a n D e r B i l t

Winter 2015 Schedule of Classes
January 12–February 20, 2015

$80 class fee entitles you to take three classes,  
with a $10 fee for each additional class.
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11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m. 

Contemporary World Cinema
Brian Owens, Artistic Director of the 
Nashville Film Festival

Whether one is a film-lover of the highest 
order or a newcomer to cinema looking 
to explore works created outside the 
Hollywood system, this course will 
introduce students to the diversity of 
films being made by today’s greats. Each 
course will include short film viewings 
and discussions of the groundbreakers and 
trendsetters in five major world regions–
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and 
the English-speaking world. Recommended 
viewing lists and resource guides will help 
students stay abreast of current trends. The 
course will conclude with a preview of the 
international films chosen for the April 2015 
Nashville Film Festival.

WeDNeSDaYS
January 14, 21, 28  
February 4, 11, 18

9:30–10:45 a.m.
Location: The Commons Center, 
Vanderbilt Campus

Nuns and Prostitutes of  
the Middle ages
Cynthia Cyrus, Vice Provost for Learning 
and Residential Affairs, Professor of Musi-
cology, and Affiliated Faculty in Women’s 
and Gender Studies, Vanderbilt University

Women’s communities of the late Middle 
Ages provided sites for an efflorescence 
of culture. On the monastic side, women 
within convent communities were respon-
sible for book production, for the artistic 
creations that enhanced the liturgical experi-
ence or that adorned the convent walls and 
hallways, for literary texts in a variety of 
genres, and for musical and liturgical enac-
tion. In the brothels of this same period, in 
addition to their more bawdy responsibilities, 
the city prostitutes were expected to be on 
public display in a variety of contexts, from 
civic dance and ceremonial welcomes to the 
provision of informed conversation for the 
edification of young men. In this six-week 
course, we will explore cultural relics from 
this period, and explore the social dynamics 
that supported and constrained the women 
in these roles. Our session will include an 
optional tour of the Frist exhibit, Sanctity 
Pictured: The Art of the Dominican and 
Franciscan Orders in Renaissance Italy, an 
experiential exploration of several kinds of 
music performed in these two contexts, and 
an examination of monastic and intellec-
tual traditions in these very different spaces. 
We will end with an extended discussion 
of St Jerome’s in Vienna–a monastic com-
munity founded for penitent prostitutes that 
provided them with a kind of social and 
spiritual rehabilitation during the 14th to 
16th centuries.

“ I think the  
Osher staff does an 

excellent job!”
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11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Science and Science Fiction
Robert Scherrer, Professor of Physics, 
Vanderbilt University

This class will explore the way that scientific 
ideas have been used and abused in science 
fiction. Ideas such as faster-than-light travel, 
time travel, and alien life are staples of 
science fiction, but what (if any) basis do 
they have in actual science? And how have 
scientific ideas in these areas fed back into 
the creation of science fictional worlds? 
Other areas we will explore are genetics, 
quantum mechanics, and giant monster 
movies! Finally, we’ll take a look at whether 
or not science fiction has predicted the 
future, and we’ll explore the similarities 
and differences between the “creation” of 
science and the writing of science fiction.

ThuRSDaYS
January 15, 22, 29  
February 5, 12, 19

9:30–10:45 a.m.
Location: The Commons Center, 
Vanderbilt Campus

ancient Civilizations of  
the americas
Anna Guengerich, Ph.D., Anthropology

The Americas that Columbus encountered 
were home to tens of millions of people, 
who for five thousand years had already 
been building dense cities, engineering 
their environments on a vast scale, and 
developing mathematical and technological 
knowledge as advanced as their 
contemporaries in Europe. Each week in this 
course, we focus on a different civilization 
from North and South America and 
examine the beliefs, traditions, innovations, 
and institutions that made them unique 
in world history. In particular, attention 
is paid to areas in which they differed 
from the more commonly known ancient 
civilizations of the Classical world, the Near 
East, and Egypt. Each week focuses on a few 
themes particularly relevant to the given 
cultural context, addresses how and why 
each civilization rose and collapsed, and 
includes a case study of one to two well-
known or important archaeological sites 
(e.g., Chichén Itzá for the Maya, Cuzco for 
the Inka). 
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11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

Rhythm & Blues Tore Down the 
Walls of Segregation
Steve Buckingham, Instructor,  
Blair School of Music 

THIS COURSE IS OFFERED IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE BLAIR SCHOOL OF MUSIC. 

Films, recordings, lectures, and discus-
sions bring the music and times of the civil 
rights movement to life in this class. Learn 
how popular music impacted segregation 
and the civil rights movement. Rare film of 
live performances by Count Basie, Billie 
Holiday, James Brown, Aretha Franklin, Ray 
Charles, Jackie Wilson, Otis Redding, and 
others will take you back to a world where 
performers of different colors rarely worked 
together. See how whites and blacks 
worked together in a common cause: The 
Music. Race did not matter. The times were 
turbulent and sometimes dangerous, but 
people came together to create a unique art 
form. Instructor Steve Buckingham played 
in integrated bands in the segregated 
South of the 1960s. He worked his way up 
through the ranks as a musician, producer, 
and record company executive. He is the 
winner of four Grammy awards.

FRIDaYS
January 16, 23, 30  
February 6, 13, 20

9:30–10:45 a.m. 
Location: Belle Meade  
United Methodist Church,  
121 Davidson Road

The Development of  
Christian Practice and Belief  
in Roman africa
J. Patout Burns, Jr., Edward A. Malloy  
Professor of Catholic Studies, Emeritus,  
Vanderbilt University

Using the book, Christianity in Roman 
Africa, which is to be published by 
William B. Eerdmanns Publishing in 
November 2014, this course will survey 
the documentary and archeological 
evidence for Christian rituals and practices 
during the first six centuries in the region 
stretching along the southern coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea from modern Libya to 
Morocco. The presentations will focus on 
the interaction between practices (baptism, 
eucharist or Lord’s Supper, penance, 
ordination, prayer) and beliefs; they will 
include a survey of the archeological 
remains for church buildings, baptisteries, 
and burials. Participants will find a more 
complete account of the topics in the book 
than will be offered in the lectures.
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11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

ukraine: From Kievan Rus to the 
euro Revolution: National Iden-
tity and Geopolitical aspirations
Mary Pat Williams Silveira, retired senior 
official of the United Nations

In November 2004, a crowd of hundreds of 
thousands filled Kiev’s Independence Square 
to demand that the recent presidential 
election, marred by rampant voter fraud, 
be nullified. These protests, which came to 
be called the “Orange Revolution,” were 
successful; new elections were held in 
December, and the opposition won. The 
new president, Yushchenko, declared, “We 
are free. The old era is over.” Yet, only 
five years later, in 2010, the leaders of 

the revolution were voted out of office 
and the person whom they had defeated, 
Yanukovych, became president. This 
appeared to be the end of the Orange 
Revolution, but a new revolt—the 

“Euro Revolution”—exploded in 2014, 
Yanukovych fled the country, and Russia 
annexed Crimea and began instigating 
and supporting separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. The focus of this course will be on 
contemporary events. However, in order to 
understand the last decade, in the first two 
weeks we will go back in history. The last 
four weeks of the class will discuss events 
since 2004, from the Orange Revolution 
through the Euro Revolution, the actions 
of Russia, and the respective roles of the 
United States and the European Union.
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Lunch and Learn
Members meet once a month for  
lunch with a speaker. A box lunch  
may be purchased, or members  
may bring their own lunches. 
Reservations are required to attend. 

Please check our website vanderbilt.
edu/olli for updates on Lunch and  
Learn and special class offerings.

Reservations may be made online at  
vanderbilt.edu/olli or by calling  
343-0700. If ordering an optional  
$10 box lunch, you may do so online 
or send checks made payable to 
Vanderbilt to:

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute  
at Vanderbilt
PMB 407760
2301 Vanderbilt Place
Nashville, TN 37240-7760
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OSheR STeeL DRuM BaND
$100 per person 

SuNDaYS
January 11, 18, 25; February 1, 8, 15, 22

1:00–2:30 p.m.
Location: Blair School of Music

Osher Steel Drum Band
Mat Britain, Director of the Vanderbilt Steel Drum Band Program

O S H E R  L I F E L O N G  L E A R N I N G  I N S T I T U T E  A T  V A N D E R B I L T

Special Offerings

Take a weekly musical “Cruise to the Islands” 
by joining the Osher Steel Drum Band! No 
musical experience is needed to join this very 
hands-on class. If you like island music like 
Harry Belafonte, Jimmy Buffett, Bob Marley, 
calypso, and reggae, this class is for you! The 
amazing history and construction of the steel 
drums will be presented through mini-lectures 
sprinkled throughout the classes. Listening 
and video examples of calypso music as well 

as discussions of Trinidad culture past and 
present will give you a taste of the Carib-
bean and an understanding of how the steel 
band art form developed. The instruments are 
made up of melody, upper harmony, lower 
harmony, and bass steel drums (much like a 
choir). Students will be placed according to 
their desire to learn a particular instrument 
and their individual strengths. This class will 
be limited to 13.
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OLLI aT The OPeRa
$30 per person 

FLOReNCIa eN eL aMazONaS 
Daniel Catán’s romantic opera is inspired by the writings of Gabriel García Márquez.  
A ravishingly beautiful examination of love in all of its joys and folly. 

Friday, January 9

3:30–5:00 p.m.
Location: Noah Liff Opera Center

 
Wednesday, January 14

3:30–5:00 p.m.
Location: Noah Liff Opera Center

 
Wednesday, January 21

7:00 p.m.
Location: James K. Polk Theater, Tennessee Performing Arts Center  
(final dress rehearsal) 

“ OLLI at the Opera  
was a unique and rich 

experience.”
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OLLI CONNeCT eXPLORe eXPaND

O S H E R  L I F E L O N G  L E A R N I N G  I N S T I T U T E  A T  V A N D E R B I L T

Special Offerings (continued)

We are very pleased with the success of the 
OLLI Connect, Explore, and Expand (CEE) 
Groups to the OLLI at Vanderbilt program. 
The purpose of the OLLI CEE Groups is to 
offer special interest educational opportu-
nities in small group settings led by fel-
low OLLI members. They will be offered 
in addition to the core curriculum, group 
events, and activities scheduled through-
out the year. Currently the CEE Groups 
have created an OLLI Restaurant Review 

Group, a Book Club, and a Walking and 
Hiking group, as well as offering Core Class 
Discussion Groups each term after select 
classes. New for the winter term will be an 
OLLI scrapbooking group! Please look for 
announcements on our OLLI CEE website 
page vanderbilt.edu/olli and email oshervu@
vanderbilt.edu to join any of these groups 
that you might be interested in. Please let us 
know if you have any suggestions or ideas 
for OLLI CEE groups.

✃
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OLLI Winter 2015  
Registration Form

DeaDLINe FOR ReGISTRaTION: DeCeMBeR 19, 2014

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Name for name tag ___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________________________

Email  ______________________________________________________________________

❑ New member            ❑ Returning member

If new member, referred by ____________________________________________________ 

VeRY IMPORTaNT: Mark the courses you 
wish to attend in PRIORITY ORDeR by 
numbering them in order of preference 
(1=first choice). If we are unable to honor 
your class choices, you will be contacted by  
a member of the OLLI staff.
 
_____ A. Irish Comedy: Light and Dark

_____ B. The U.S. Constitution:  
            Foundation and Interpretation

_____ C. Contemporary World Cinema

_____ D. Nuns and Prostitutes of the 
   Middle Ages

_____ E. Science and Science Fiction

_____ F. Ancient Civilizations of the 
   Americas

_____ G. Rhythm & Blues Tore 
   Down the Walls of Segregation

_____ H. The Development of 
   Christian Practice and Belief 
   in Roman Africa

_____ I. Ukraine: From Kievan Rus to 
   the Euro Revolution

Winter Term classes $80 per person 
Includes Up To 3 Classes ___________

additional Winter Term classes 
$10 per class for  
each class beyond 3 ___________

OSheR STeeL DRuM BaND
$100 per person ___________

OLLI aT The OPeRa
$30 per person ___________

hOLIDaY LuNCheON
$20 per person ___________

TOTaL ___________

Mail this form with check made payable  
to Vanderbilt University to:

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute  
at Vanderbilt
PMB 407760
2301 Vanderbilt Place
Nashville, TN 37240-7760

ReGISTeR ONLINe aT VaNDeRBILT.eDu/OLLI✃

WINTeR 2015 COuRSe ReGISTRaTION
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