
Fast Food Nation 

 



“Southern CA had given birth to an entirely 
new lifestyle – and a new way of eating. 
Both revolved around cars.” - Schlosser  

 

• In 1944, Carl Karcher opens a hot 
dog cart in LA. 
•In 1945, on his 28th birthday, he 
opened Carl’s Drive in Barbecue 
and the fast food age began. 



How the Automobile Spawned 
New Industries 

Dedication of Wisconsin's First Expressway, September 4, 1958 



Milestone Mo-Tel in 
San Luis Obispo, CA 



Drive-in Movie Theater 

 



Even a Drive-in Church! 

“Come as you are in the family car!” – Robert Schuller   



The Crystal Cathedral 



The Drive-through Restaurant 

Baldwin, CA (1948) 

Garish Roadside Restaurant Signs 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/11/03/coolest-roadside-restaurants_n_778280.html#undefined


 



The Anatomy of a Burger (or The 
Assembly Line Comes to the Kitchen) 

• How to Make a Big Mac 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xedkk1xvgeo&feature=related


The Dark Side of the All American 
Meal  

• E-coli outbreak at Jack 
in the Box.  

• Four children died and 
hundreds of other 
customers fell ill in 
Seattle, California, 
Idaho, Texas and 
Nevada.   



The Dark Side of the All American 
Meal – for the Fast Food Worker 

• 2/3 of fast food workers are under the age 
of 20. 

• English is the 2nd language of 1/6 of the 
nation’s restaurant workers.  

• Annual turnover rate in fast food industry 
is 300-400 percent! 

• Most quit or are fired every 3-4 months. 

• Their part time, temporary status makes 
them easy to exploit. 



One of the more dangerous places 
to work 

• 200,000 teenagers injured on the job 
annually: slips, burns, etc.  

• Workplace violence 
• 4-5 fast food workers murdered on the job every 

month (usually during a robbery.)  

• These robberies more likely to occur early morning 
and at lock up time, when a skeleton crew, made 
up of a young assistant manager and teenage part 
time workers present.  



The Jungle (1906) – Upton Sinclair 

Sinclair documents the turn-of-the-
century American meat-packing factory. 

While a work of  fiction, it involved a 
good deal of  under cover research, 

exposing what really went on in Chicago 
meat plants. Sinclair admitted, "I aimed at 

the public's heart and by 
accident hit its stomach."  It eventually led 

to government regulations of  the food 
industry. 



Marvels of the Meat Packing Plant 

• "They don't waste 
anything here… They use 
everything about the hog 
except the squeal." Here was 
where they made Brown's 
Imperial Hams and Bacon, 
Brown's Dressed Beef, 
Brown's Excelsior Sausages! 
Here was the headquarters 
of  Durham's Pure Leaf  
Lard, of  Durham's 
Breakfast Bacon, Durham's 
Canned Beef, Potted Ham, 
Deviled Chicken, Peerless 
Fertilizer! (Chapter 3) 

 



Chicago - Meat Packing Industry: dressing beef, 
slaughtering floor, Swift & Co.'s Packing House 
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Armour's plant and stock yards 
from a balloon, circa 1910 (Chicago) 
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Today’s Jungle – The Modern Meat 
Packing Industry 

• Turn over rate of 400% 
• A worker would quite or be fired every 3 

months (health insurance comes after 6 
months on the job) 

• 2/3 of the workforce in Greeley, CO can’t 
speak English 

•  Ramifications of this? – won’t organize to 
protest and makes the workplace less safe. 

• It pays (for the companies) to have a 
constantly changing workforce. 
 



Most Dangerous Job in the Country 

• Injury rate in slaughterhouses is 3 times 
higher than in other American factories 

• Cumulative trauma injuries (like trigger 
finger) are 33% higher than in other 
industries 

 
• -knife cuts every 2-3 seconds ( 10,000 

cuts per 8 hr shift) – Some factories 
“process” 400 cattle/hour – a ½ dozen 
animals every minute! 
 

• Stickers and knockers (171 FFN) 
 
• -widespread meth use 
 
• -sexual violence   
 

 



Worst of the Worst – Late night 
Cleaning Crews 
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Brillat-Savarin 

• “The destiny of a nation depends on the 
manner in which it feeds its citizens” (all 
of them! 
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