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Review 

 1.) Kissinger’s rise to prominence from refugee to Cold 
War “defense intellectual” 

 2.) Nixon’s selection of Kissinger to centralize foreign 
policy decision-making in the White House, gain 
domestic political benefits 

 3.) Failure to make much progress on ending the war in 
Vietnam – increasing domestic discontent 

 4.) Diplomatic successes of 1971-1973 – the trifecta – 
opening toward China, SALT treaty with Moscow, Paris 
Peace treaty in Vietnam – Nixon’s landslide re-election 



Nixon’s Second Term Hopes 

 1.) Year of Europe – planning for a new 
Atlantic Charter 

 2.) Middle East settlement – secret 
negotiations with Israel and Egypt 

 3.) Diplomatic Recognition of China and 
full relations 

 4.) A SALT II agreement with the Soviet 
Union 



Watergate Scandal  



Secretary of State, August 1973 



Kissinger the politician 

 ‘It was said that he had the taste for 
stardom, that he was a foreign policy 
prima donna, but I believe that he was 
just interested in politics.  He is a 
politician, above all else … He calculated 
like a politician.” 

 

 French Foreign Minister Michel Jobert on 
Henry Kissinger 



Kissinger in the Middle East, 

1973-1976 

 1.) Kissinger crafts the ceasefire that ends 
the Yom Kippur war of October 1973 – but 
only a nuclear alert! 

 2.) Kissinger negotiates disengagement 
agreements between Israel and Egypt and 
Israel and Syria 

 3.) Kissinger establishes the United states 
as the “honest broker” for Middle East 
peace – pushes the Soviet Union out 



Kissinger and Sadat 



The Celebrity Diplomat – Dr. 

Kissinger 



Superman Kissinger 



Nixon’s Resignation – August 1974 



Ford, Rockefeller, Kissinger 



Kissinger under attack 

 1.) Congress challenges Presidential power 
– Democratic “Watergate class of 1974” 

 2.) Opposition to détente among 
conservatives 

 3.) Liberals challenge morality of policies 
toward dictatorships like Chile, Brazil, 
Argentina 

 4.) Collapse in Vietnam 

 



Fall of Saigon, April 1975 

 



Controversy over Solzhenitsyn 

and detente 



Helsinki Accords 



Helsinki – the Highpoint of Detente 

 1.) Soviet agreement on human rights 
questions 

 2.) Controversies in the US – role of Henry 
Jackson, issue of Soviet Jews, Ford and 
Solhzhenitsyn 



Kissinger’s Limits of power 

 “Today we find that -like most other nations in history - we can 
neither escape from the world nor dominate it.  Today we must 
conduct diplomacy with subtlety, flexibility, maneuver, and 
imagination in the pursuit of our interests.  We must be thoughtful 
in defining our interests.  We must prepare against the worst 
contingency and not only plan for the best. We must pursue limited 
objectives and many objectives simultaneously.” 

 “For Americans, then, the question is not whether our values should 
affect our foreign policy but how.  The issue is whether we have the 
courage to face complexity and the inner conviction to deal with 
ambiguity, whether we look behind easy slogans and recognize that 
great goals can only be reached by patience and in imperfect 
stages.” 

 



Opposition to Angola policy, 

December 1975 



The Angolan Crisis – October-Dec. 

1975 

 1.) Three factions – MPLA (Soviet and Cuban), 
FNLA (US) and UNITA (US and South African 

 2.) Cuban intervention 

 3.) South African intervention 

 4.) Congress cuts off US efforts 

 5.) Kissinger now engages in diplomacy in South 
Africa, push for majority rule in 
Zimbabwe/Rhodesia 



Criticism over human rights and 

Chile: Kissinger and Pinochet 



Kissinger under attack 



Attacked from both sides of 

political spectrum 



Irony of a Celebrity Diplomat 

 1.) Kissinger came to preach the limits of American 
power – the need for caution – the need to avoid 
crusades to bring democracy or save other peoples from 
tyranny 

 2.But at the same time in promoting his own role as 
superstar diplomat, he promoted the idea of the 
importance of American power in settling disputes and in 
steering the international system.  There was a tension 
between the lesson the professor taught about limits and 
his own role as a diplomat embodying American power. 



Kissinger in Retirement 

 1.) Carter  - Shadow Secretary of State 

 2.) Reagan – Adviser on the Soviet Union 
and Middle East – chair of the Central 
American Commission 

 3.) Bush I – influence of protégés – Brent 
Skowcroft, Lawrence Eagleburger 

 4.) Occasional Adviser – Clinton, Bush II, 
Obama 


