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Augustine of Hippo + 430



Augustine of Hippo + 430: Satan 

• Devil invaded God’s domain by convincing 
humans to sin. 

• Humans acted unjustly in giving themselves over to the 
service of Satan.

• God recognized the right of the devil to kill sinners and 
hold them in death.

• Christ comes as human, is tempted but refuses to 
sin; he is not a servant of Satan.

• Satan kills Christ through his human agents. 
• Satan abuses his right to kill and hold sinners by unjust 

use of power.  

• Satan uses power contrary to the right of Christ.

• Christ does not use his own (divine) power but does 
claim his (human) right.



Augustine: Satan (2)

• Because of Christ’s right to life as innocent, that 
Satan had violated, Christ can justly free sinners 
from guilt and the dominion of Satan.  

• This is an act of justice and mercy combined but 
uncompromised.

• Double victory by Christ

• First Christ wins victory by justice: a human action 
rather than a divine one

• Then Christ wins victory by power. Christ exercises his 
divine power by rising from the dead.

• Christians must follow this pattern of seeking 
righteousness before using power.

• Pattern in the (realized) victory of the martyrs over 
Satan and the pagan empire.



Augustine: Reversing Sin
• Christ’s voluntary death for the liberation of humans 

manifests the divine love for humans.

• This action, once proclaimed and believed, inspires 
humans to love for God as primary and other things 
in relation to God.

• Appreciation of God’s Goodness and Generosity

• Regret of the preference of self over God

• Increase in the love of God for God’s sake.

• Humans thereby turn from Satan and return to love 
of God (self and neighbor for God).



Augustine: Destruction of Sin
• Death enters human life and experience through sin.

• It is a consequence and punishment of sin

• It promotes further sin through appetites and passions.

• Bodily mortality is a symbol of sin. 

• The Word assumes mortal flesh; he thereby bears 
the symbol of human sin. Rom 6:6, 8:3

• He was subject voluntarily to the disabilities of mortal 
life as a human being: hunger, thirst, pain, fear

• Christ did not sin; but Christ “became sin.” 2 Cor 5:21

• Christ was made a curse; bore curse of the law. Gal 3:13

• The sin of humanity was assumed by Christ 
symbolically. 

• Parallel to a sacrificial animal, Lev 4:27-29



Destruction of Sin (2)
• In Christ’s death and resurrection, the mortal flesh 

that symbolizes the sin of humanity is destroyed 
actually and the sin symbolically with it.

• Christ’s bodily resurrection liberates humanity.

• Really from death 

• Symbolically from sin

• Christ dies as head of his body, the Church

• Christians, as members of Christ’s body, are symbolized 
in his flesh

• Christians symbolically die and rise in Christ’s death and 
resurrection

• Christians really are freed from guilt and sin.

• Christians will be freed from death and sin.



Sacramental Efficacy

• Symbolic efficacy of animal sacrifice is extended to 
Christ, which in turns explains that of the animal 
sacrifice. Heb 9:11-28

• Paul affirmed the presence of Christians in Christ 
• 1 Cor 11-15; Col 1:18; Eph 5:23; (Acts 9:4).

• The mortality of Christ identifies him as “Sin,” and 
thereby with the sinfulness of his Church members.

• The destruction of his bodily mortality destroys 
both mortality and the sin it symbolizes, in himself 
and in his Church members.

• Baptism and Eucharist are voluntary, symbolic 
participations in the death and resurrection of the 
Whole Christ. 



Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

• Does not allow any rights to the devil that must be 
overcome by Christ.

• Sinners attack the honor of God; satisfaction must 
be exacted to restore that honor
• This is a way of talking about social justice and order 

rather than vengeance.

• Sinners refuses obedience; 
• Punishment must be exacted by depriving sinner of 

something otherwise due

• Or compensatory satisfaction must be offered.

• The satisfactory work must be not otherwise 
obligatory.
• Sinners already owe God obedience and thus cannot 

make satisfaction for themselves



Calculating the Adequacy of Satisfaction

1. Nothing in the created order would justify direct 
disobedience to a divine command

Thus something greater than the created order is 
necessary to make satisfaction. Nothing humans 
can offer is adequate.

2. Satisfaction must not be by something otherwise 
owed to fulfill an existing obligation.

But everything humans can do is already owed as 
obedience to divine law or as a means of attaining 
salvation.

Thus humans have nothing additional which they 
can offer in satisfaction.



Christ’s Free Death is Adequate

3. The life of Christ (the God-Man) is of greater 
value than the entire created order

-Anyone would prefer to destroy the whole 
creation than to kill Christ

-The free giving of this life would be adequate 
satisfaction for a sin of disobedience to God

4. Christ gave his life freely; he was not bound to 
die because he had not sinned.

God did not command the Word to become 
human or to offer his human life.

5. The sin of killing Christ is worse than all other 
sins combined.  Hence Christ’s giving his life 
will satisfy for all sins every committed. 



Christ’s Satisfaction Extended to Others

6. Those who killed Christ did not know what they 
were doing, so their actual sin was not as 
subjectively evil as it was objectively.

-It can also be covered by his free death. 

7. God owes Christ a reward for his generous action. 
Christ transfers this reward to his fellows, the 
Christian connected to him by faith and baptism.

8. Through the Church (and Israel), Christ thus 
restores to God what was lost in the fall of 
humanity:  the number of humans necessary to 
populate the heavenly city.



Variations on this Theme

• Peter Abaelard:  Christ demonstrated the goodness 
of God, which provokes gratitude and repentance, 
thereby winning forgiveness.

• Hugh of St. Victor:  God lost one innocent human 
in the sin of Adam; Christ restores one innocent 
human

• Thomas Aquinas: God lost all the descendants of 
Adam as well.  

• Christ’s life is more valuable than all of humanity 
because it is life of a divine person.

• Humans joined to Christ in baptism and penance


