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Cyril of Alexandria + 444
• The joining of divine to human in Christ begins the 

transformation of humanity.

• Jesus himself develops into perfect humanity

• Reverses the disobedience of Adam in his death

• Restores humanity to its freedom from passion

• Makes the human body immortal in himself

• Christ communicates his perfect humanity

• Baptism inaugurates develop of Christians

• Eucharist unites Christ’s humanity to that of Christians

• Christians must cooperate in voluntary development

• Resurrection brings immortal life.



Theodore of Mopsuestia + 428

• Full Trinitarian doctrine; three equal persons; one God

• Savior is Word of God and Son of Mary; two 
individuals joined together by willing.

• Word joined to Jesus by a voluntary union of “good 
pleasure” at the time of his conception by Mary.
• Jesus became particularly sensitive to good and evil.

• Jesus responded throughout his life by resisting 
temptation and choosing good.
• The Word guides and trains Jesus in obedience.

• Jesus exercises faith in following the inspiration of Word.

• Jesus fully united himself to Word by his final 
obedience unto death.

• Jesus is raised from the dead, made stable in will, 
mind, and body.



Theodore of Mopsuestia (2)

• Jesus’ victory over Satan in death won liberation of 
Christians from sin.

• Satan had won control humans by their sin

• He had the right to hold them in death

• Satan was unable to draw Jesus into sin but killed 
him anyway.

• Jesus was unjustly deprived of his human life

• Jesus appealed to God for restoration of his violated right 
to life.

• Jesus is authorized by God to liberate from Satan’s 
claim—through forgiveness of sin—all who are joined to 
him in faith and baptism.



Theodore of Mopsuestia (3)

• For his fidelity, Jesus is rewarded by bodily 
resurrection and stable spiritual union with the 
Word

• Christ—Jesus and Word—is constituted sole 
divine agent for dealing with creation.

• Christ sends the Holy Spirit who transforms 
Christians
• Frees them from Satan in baptism; a being joined to 

Christ

• Strengthens them in good willing through eucharist; 
a re-enactment of the resurrection of Jesus and 
sending of the Spirit.



Theodore’s System
• The successful exercise of free choice by the 

Savior is essential to his saving work.
• His death is the action in which he both joins 

himself to God and defeats Satan

• Christians are joined to Christ by divine action 
in baptism and eucharist
• Christians must then affirm and complete that union 

by living in obedience to Christ’s guidance

• The Holy Spirit forms the bond joining 
Christians to Christ

• Salvation through forgiveness, guidance, 
obedience, and resurrection/recreation



Augustine of Hippo + 430

• Christ is Incarnate Word; as divine, he cannot be 
portrayed as taking merciful action to appease 
divine wrath. 

• Father, Son, and Spirit are united in will.

• As in the earlier systems, the redemption is 
understood as the solution of a problem within the 
created realm.

• Restoring immortal life to humans

• Removing the obstacles to human good willing and 
action

• Liberating humanity from the dominion of the devil



Augustine: Overcoming Satan 

• Devil invaded God’s domain by convincing 
humans to sin. 

• Humans acted unjustly in giving themselves over to the 
service of Satan.

• God recognized the right of the devil to kill sinners and 
hold them in death.

• Christ comes as human, is tempted but refuses to 
sin; he is not a servant of Satan.

• Satan kills Christ through his human agents. 
• Satan abuses his right to kill and hold sinners by unjust 

use of power.  

• Satan uses power contrary to the right of Christ.

• Christ does not use his own (divine) power but does 
claim his (human) right.



Augustine: Satan (2)

• Because of Christ’s right to life as innocent, God 
can justly free sinners from guilt and dominion of 
Satan.  

• This is an act of justice and mercy combined but 
uncompromised.

• Double victory by Christ

• First Christ wins victory by justice: a human action 
rather than a divine one

• Then Christ wins victory by power. Christ exercises his 
divine power by rising from the dead.

• Christians must follow this pattern of seeking 
righteousness before using power.

• Pattern in the (realized) victory of the martyrs over 
Satan and the pagan empire.



Augustine: Reversing Sin
• Sin is a failure in loving God that results in self-love 

becoming principal rather than subordinate.

• God is loved for the sake of human self.

• Christ’s voluntary death for the liberation of humans 
manifests the divine love for humans.

• This action, once proclaimed and believed, inspires 
humans to love for God as primary.

• Appreciation of God’s Goodness and Generosity

• Regret of the preference of self over God

• Increase in the love of God for God’s sake.

• Humans thereby turn from Satan and return to love 
of God (self and neighbor for God).

• God grants eternal life to humans.


